2026 Pastor’s Reading list

1.    IN THE HOUSE OF TOM BOMBADIL, by C.R. Wiley (2021). Wiley, a pastor, obviously has been studying the Tolkien Legendarium for years for his insight is truly remarkable and incomparable to any other I have read, especially on Tom Bombadil. His perspective and his observations concerning Tolkien’s purpose for the insertion of Tom Bombadil leaves the reader very intrigued. Though he imagines that Tolkien himself would be less so.  But who is Tom Bombadil and why is he in a story of temptation and triumph and loyalty and betrayal? For myself, I always wondered why the Ring of Power had no corrupting influence on Tom. Is it perhaps because Tom couldn’t even fathom using it for any reason whatsoever? Is it because Tom has NO needs whatsoever that a special ring could aid? Is it because Tom is so secure in his kingdom that nothing else matters? Not likely the last question because he comes to the Hobbits aid at least twice and he also gives them a little jingle to sing if ever they find themselves in need. Our author does an excellent job of setting us up for answers to all these questions but (SPOILER ALERT) has no definitive answers. “Tolkien himself once wrote concerning Tom, “ Tom Bombadil represents something that I feel important, though I would not be prepared to analyze the feeling precisely. I would not, however, have left him in, if he did not have some kind of function.” But even after having heard from Professor Tolkien, Wiley’s “conclusions” do in fact answer a lot of long standing questions if they are true. But now with Professor Tolkien and Christopher home in glory we will never know. And from what I have read of the good professor he probably would say more than a jingle or rhymes in answer simply leaving us with more questions. When Frodo asks the question to Goldberry, he simple response is, “He is.” (Fellowship of the Ring page 122) and the authors conclusion on this is, “In allegories characters don’t really have lives of their own; they just represent other things; they’re like cardboard standees. Analogs, on the other hand, are real in themselves. Characters in a story should have lives of their own, even if they remind readers of other things. 6 That’s the essential difference between an allegory and an analogy: in an allegory the reader is at the mercy of the author; when it comes to analogy, the association is made in the mind of the reader—or not. The characters in The Lord of the Rings are as rich as any you’ll find in literature. But they can remind us of other people, sometimes from other stories. Or they can just remind us of things, such as courage or loyalty. So, what does Tom bring to mind? Well, with Goldberry’s words in mind, allow me to make a suggestion: Tom can remind us of what dominion should look like. Dominion without Domination.”  With that I leave you to this excellent book. Highly recommended. It will leave you as Tom, smiling, singing and bouncing….and…thinking.
 
2.    J. R.R. TOLKIEN: a Biography, by Humphrey Carpenter (1977,1978 and then by the Estate of Humphrey 1982, published by the same people the published Tolkien’s works in the UK,  Allen and Unwin.) This is actually an authorized biography perhaps the only one. This book is based upon the letters, diaries, and other papers of the late Professor J. R. R. Tolkien, and upon the reminiscences of his family and friends. Tolkien himself did not entirely approve of biography. Or rather, he disliked its use as a form of literary criticism. “One of my strongest opinions, he once wrote, is that investigation of an author’s biography is an entirely vain and false approach to his works.” This work is profound and insightful even for those who have been admires of him and his work for years. This book is an absolutely must for any and all Tolkien followers. It tells of his own personal struggles and his marriage to his adored Edith though he was absent a lot pursuing teaching or writing. It tells us of the mystery of his writing and how he was plagued with Middle-earth from early on in his life. His passion was obviously languages but that passion crossed over into fantasy which he was say was “real” because of the life that came from Middle-Earth. “They arose in my mind as “given” things, and as they came, separately, so too the links grew. An absorbing, though continually interrupted labour (especially, even apart from the necessities of life, since the mind would wing to the other pole and spread itself on the linguistics): yet always I had the sense of recording what was already “there”, somewhere: not of “inventing”.’” This book also talks of his struggles with wanting to be published and then his struggles with publishing especially the Silmarillion which actually wasn’t finished even at his death…thankfully Christopher “knew” this world as well as his father having sat at his father’s feet as Tolkien read and revised it so often along with being an Inkling himself after WWII. Tolkien always believed that it was the “key” to understanding the world of Middle- Earth…and it truly is. Tolkien himself said, “The Silmarillion is the work of a profoundly religious man. It does not contradict Christianity but complements it. There is in the legends no worship of God, yet God is indeed there, more explicitly in The Silmarillion than in the work that grew out of it, The Lord of the Rings.” Tolkien’s universe is ruled over by God, ‘The One’. Beneath Him in the hierarchy are ‘The Valar’, the guardians of the world, who are not gods but angelic powers, themselves holy and subject to God; and at one terrible moment in the story they surrender their power into His hands. Tolkien said in a letter to his publisher, “The mythology is cast in this form because he wanted it to be remote and strange, and yet at the same time not to be a lie.” So he wanted the mythological and legendary stories to express his own moral view of the universe; and as a Christian he could not place this view in a cosmos without the God that he worshipped. At the same time, to set his stories ‘realistically’ in the known world, where religious beliefs were explicitly Christian, would deprive them of imaginative colour. So while God is present in Tolkien’s universe, He remains unseen.” However other works as well give insight…Leaf by Niggle, On Fairies Stories, Smith of Wooton Major  and The Adventures of Tom Bombadil. And this book speaks to these works in length as well. What we have in this book is the handling of Tolkien’s life by one who truly loved him and this is seen throughout the book.

3.    FUTURE FORSAKEN (The Aternien Wars Book 11) by G J Ogden (2026). They are Back! The Master General and the Master Commander are but BUT…not exactly how they thought they would be back. Carter Rose and Carina Larsen are perhaps the last of the Augmented races of men from before the Aternien Wars and they have left to be alone together and to cruise the galaxy in the Aternien/ Union hybrid ship. They find somethings…one of those is that whatever planets they land on there is the age old struggle for life and death. Well, doing all of this traveling has caused them to wish for “home” in the way they define it…to be with family and friends. Well, an accident occurs as they are leaving a planet that sends them back to earth …but the Earth they left and the one they protected for so long is gone and so is everyone they know. Synthetic beings now control…”beings” of some kind of Aternien and human hybrid combination. Carter and carina must navigate this new universe with the same old issues of struggle for life and death with the “beings” backing on Carter and Carina having the answers for them. In the midst of all this chaos the are given some information that will be helpful later on I am sure, “““Commander, you are quite unique, the very first and only surviving member of your kind,” Galton said, gently withdrawing from her, and bowing his head. “You are a blend of organic and synthetic, like us, but one capable of biological reproduction. This is a miracle that has eluded the Anthropic people since the Glorious Revolution.” So much betrayal…so much intrigue…so much similarity with their human counterparts that they destroyed confuses the thinking. But Rose and Larsen know they must get out and with a little help they eventually link up with an old friend…which takes us into the next book out at the end of this month…HEROS REBORN.

4.    COLOSSUS: A Sci-Fi Police Procedural Adventure, by Toby Neighbors (Dec. 25, 2025). The powers that be needed a Special Investigation Unit to travel for 2 years on the Colossus starship that would carry 500,000 people…passengers and staff…to help the “regular police force with the burden of crime that would occur on this trip to a new planet for the people of earth. And even though everyone had been vetted for their usefulness on the new planet still many unsavory types found ways to get on with the hope of establishing a power base on the new World Secundo. Sergeant Sawyer Flint got a chance of a life time along with the rest of his team to be that SIU when the one chosen were either killed or laid up after an accident traveling to the Colossus by shuttle. Flint had wanted to go but he knew the long shot so he didn’t apply unlike the rest of his crew who had all applied and subsequently been denied for one reason or another.  Once on the ship after a couple of weeks of relative quiet the ship begins to look more like a big city and the SIU along with their K-9 begins to realize that this will NOT be uneventful. I don’t usually like books on police and criminals... but I like Toby’s stuff as a rule and after reading this one I am hooked on the charcaters and the storyline.
 
5.    A PERFECT REDEEMER: (Puritan Treasures for Today) by William Perkins (edited into modern language and form by J. Stephen Yuille 2025). As people…even believing people we are so consumed with the world around us…the events, the tragedies, the chaos…that we forget what our chief claim to fame is…we are in Christ. The reason we get so caught up in EVERYTHING else is because we lack the diligence in really knowing Christ. William Perkins, a 17th Century Puritan, had the same PROBLEM with people of his age as well. The Roman Catholic Church had so confused the people making salvation “easy” in the mind of the people…do these things and you will be saved. Perkins writes, ““Those in the Church of Rome are the children of the old Pharisees, in that they revive and renew the old heresy with new and fresh colors. They attempt to refute this charge by claiming that they ascribe merit to the works of the moral law (not the ceremonial law), and to works of grace (not nature).” But at the same time between wars and unrest they had lost sight of their profession …being I Christ no matter what come. Perkins uses many different texts from the Old and New testaments to make his case concerning Christ but the overall text in from Philippians 3:8-11-“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” Christians need to constantly be meditating on the truths found here. The editor says, “Elsewhere, Paul declares that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ (Rom. 8: 31–39). Separation means division (or divorce), but Christ never divorces His bride. Our union with Him is eternal because it is founded upon a love that is eternal and unchangeable. We can rest assured that His love for us does not depend on anything in us. As a matter of fact, we spoil His love when we think it is induced by anything in us. R. C. Sproul explains, “God does not love us because we are lovely. He loves us because Christ is lovely. He loves us in Christ.” 6 He loves us because we are one with His beloved Son. As the Holy Spirit impresses this wonderful truth upon us, our love for God grows, and correspondingly, our desire to know and obey His will.” When we are primarily focused on Him as a bridegroom towards his bride then all the rest comes into perfect focus. Perkins states, “The seventh is a spiritual life whereby we no longer live but Christ lives in us (Gal. 2: 20). He makes us partakers of His anointing, thereby enabling us to live as prophets, priests, and kings. We are prophets, to teach and confess our faith in Christ. We are priests, to present our bodies and souls to God for the service of His majesty. And we are kings, to exercise rule and dominion over the lusts and corruptions of our hearts.” The editor states, “There is nothing more soul satisfying than contemplating our interest in Christ. And this is what makes the present volume so compelling. 8 Here William Perkins (1558–1603) offers an insightful treatment of what it means to rest in Christ’s sole sufficiency. In his preaching of the gospel, Perkins repeatedly emphasized two fundamental truths: Christ’s atoning death whereby He bore the wrath of God in our place, and Christ’s perfect life whereby He fulfilled all righteousness on our behalf. When explaining “the very thing for which a sinner is justified,” he insisted that “it is the obedience of Christ, the Redeemer and Mediator, passive and active.” 9 We become partakers of His obedience through faith in Him. “As mutual love joins one man to another,” says Perkins, “so true faith makes us one with Christ.” I will end with this quote, “Christ must be known as He is our Redeemer and the price of our redemption. In this respect, He must be considered as the treasury of God’s church, as Paul testifies when he says, “In [Him] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2: 3). Again, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1: 3).”
 
6.    INTO THE UNCERTAIN (Rise of the Republic Book 9), by James Rosone, Miranda Watson (2024). They FOUND the Humtars!!! I thought I would lead with that since all the rest is good battles scenes with courageous people fighting and dying to keep their way of life secure and to ensure they have a way of life going forward. SPOILER ALERT! They are also in the process of rebuilding where they can…Earth and their fleet that has, in this book, been twice almost decimated in victories against the Orbots. Then the Republic, with the help of the Galantines, discerned a way to cause the Orbots to unconditionally surrender …in 5 days. ““Major Hiro, for his part, just sighed softly, then commented, “Colonel, the only easy day was yesterday. Sometimes, I think we forget the enemy gets a vote. More often than not, it’s a vote that’s going to be against us. But yeah, I’m not gonna lie and say thirty-two KIA and a hundred and nineteen of my Rangers injured doesn’t suck—’ cause it does. And you know what? I don’t care what anyone else says or how they try to make their deaths sound heroic—how they died for the Republic and all that patriotic BS. “At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter how they try to frame their deaths. They’re still dead—but you know what? We’re still alive, and we’re going to win this war. We’re going to avenge those they killed and what they did to Earth—to our people, to our families. That’s what I tell my Rangers, sir.” AS usual very engaging and exciting and fun to read. But the Humtars have been found! As far as they can tell these are the first humans and they have existed for ever as far as The Republic counts time. They first found a ship and then afterwards found a stargate and then they went through the stargate and found the Humtars who had lived in peace for hundreds of thousands of years. So as they are in the rebuilding stages now they meet their ancestors. What will this mean for the on-going battle against the Dominion and ultimately the Collective? I have moved into book 10 INTO THE RECKONING…and it looks like I will stop here for the moment after finishing this one…this year or the next because it seems I may have caught up with the time line for the somewhat parallel series BATTLES OF THE REPUBLIC the next book which comes out in February.
 
7.    COVENANT THEOLOGY 101:Covenant Breakers and the Covenant Keeper, Daniel R. Hyde © Danny R. Hyde, 2026. (He is a pastor in the United Reformed Church) This is a WONDERFUL short book that I think parents ought to have. For in reading through this book together with your children EVERYONE will benefit. The parents will have their understanding of the Covenants confirmed and expanded and the children will learn what is foundational to the whole plan of redemption…OUR GOD keeps His promises…covenant even in the face of us being covenant breakers. He says, “Covenant Shapes Our Families! When God makes covenant, he includes children in the promise. That’s not sentiment—it’s theology. Covenant parents don’t raise their kids hoping they’ll one day belong to God; they raise them as those who already do. This is why we ‘baptize yo babies!’ That changes everything. Family devotions aren’t optional extras; they’re covenant renewal around the dinner table. Discipline isn’t punishment but discipleship—training children to walk in covenant love. And our marriages? They’re living parables of Christ and the church, displaying the faithful love of the Covenant Keeper. Covenant homes aren’t perfect homes. They’re places where repentance is normal, forgiveness flows freely, and promises are kept even when feelings fail.” Covenant theology does more than highlight the different administrations of the covenant but also its grace filled components like the sacraments giving definition and life to them, “That means church membership isn’t a formality—it’s family. In baptism, God marks us as his own and places us in the visible household of faith. At the Lord’s Table, we share covenant fellowship with him and one another.” From the beginning he highlights God’s love for his own, “Note the shift between the covenant of works and the covenant of grace highlighted in the pronouns. In the covenant of works God says, ‘You shall…’ (2:17); in the covenant of grace, he says, ‘I will…’ (3:15). The covenant of works rested on Adam’s obedience; the covenant of grace rests on God’s gracious desire to save sinners. Think of that child hearing their parents’ footsteps after disobedience. The door opens, and the child expects punishment—instead, the parent kneels down and says, ‘I forgive you.’” This book ought to be on every ones reading list this year around the family time….one chapter at a time. Covenant theology helps us understand how God reveals himself throughout the story of Scripture. We should want to read our Bibles the way God intended them to be read. And studying how God’s covenants all fit together helps us read all the diverse parts of Scripture as parts of the one unified story.

8.    HOW TO LEAD YOUR FAMILY: A Guide for Men Wanting to Be More – Biblical advise for Christian Husbands and fathers, by Joel Beeke (2025).  This little booklet was written for men in stage 1 of seeking God for the first time…and for those who are in the middle stages seeking to renew a path of godliness for their families and themselves…and it is written for us old timers as a reminder of what we should be teaching the younger ones. (I added the last one of the 3 because when I finished reading it it convicted me to keep doing what I have been doing encouraging young fathers from the Word and to keep doing what many of them are doing (in our church, at least). He keeps it simple by reminding us or telling us for the first time, “Biblical family life is the outworking of faith in this glorious gospel. In essence Paul is saying in Titus 2, “Align your lifestyle and family life with the gospel. Your family life should reflect what you believe about the gospel; your life should be visible, living proof of the reality of the invisible, spiritual realities that you profess to believe.” Paul’s exhortations on family life occupy a significant part of the practical sections of his epistles. Godly husbands and fathers are at the center of biblically ordered families, biblically ordered families are vital to the health of the church, and the church is the beachhead of God’s kingdom and both the salt and light of the broader society. If you are a husband or father, you have both the duty and the delight of leading your home.” He fashions this book around the offices of Christ Prophet Priest and king that come to us as fathers and husbands through Christ. Keeping our eye on Christ through being men of the Word and being men who practice and show prayer and lead our families as Christ led…servant-leader…we will glorify God in this life and we may raise up a strong and powerful family for the Lord. There are reflection questions at the end of each chapter and this short books continues to point the way for men in the 21st Century.  I really liked this, “C. H. Spurgeon (1834–1892) said, ‘He wanted to hurry to the cross every morning with his children.’  He did not offer those sacrifices before bedtime, thinking, ‘I’d better say a quick prayer for my kids.’ No, like Job who committed his children to the Lord early in the morning. We must do likewise for ourselves and for our children. These early morning sacrifices indicate Job’s earnestness, constancy, and priorities. Praying was the first and most important thing he did every day. How grateful Job must have been in his later years that he had prayed for his children so faithfully before their lives ended in tragedy. We do not know how much time we or any one of our sons or daughters will remain on this earth. Pray for them.” The need for us to stay humble runs throughout the book, “God loves our wives so much. It is astonishing that He would give poor, weak, foolish, and corrupt men such as us an influence over them. But in Christ, our Priest, we have everything we need to serve our wives in a priestly manner.” A good read and a good study. A subject that we need to be constantly remembering.
 
9.    THAT WHICH IGNITES (I, Starship Book 6), by Scott Bartlett (2025). Sergeant Morgan after finding out that he is actually alive has gone back into Offset to help the UES Interchange complete its mission which has evolved since the earth was destroyed by everyone’s great enemy Corthaur. Their mission is to help preserve the human race but they find themselves actually fighting a war that is not their making or have any interest in but because they are linked with the Cats…they are bound to fulfill the same obligation from the Coalition.  The battle they find themselves in the middle of seems to be THE battle that must be fought…but, alas, it is merely a precursor of the battle hat must happen. As a student of WWII history I see a lot of parallel to the Pacific campaign fought from both sides.Captain Seemey is on a more even keel these days letting Morgan actually do what he was designed and capable of…fight with the interchange especially since the crew has been cut in half by death and by the ol’ mutiny that has left many in cryo-suspension.  The interchange and what’s left of her crew have been traveling the galaxy now for the better part of a century and even though they go into Offset, they are getting to the place where they are feeling like their purpose is at best foggy. And after a particularly close call in one of the skirmishes  they have been called on to fight in there have been some benefits: upgrade for Henry and a companion in the Major who had come out of his coma but was paralyzed over most of his body and decides to do what Henry is doing to care for the Hector. The character development continues as we see faith and loyalty and compassion playing a big role in this series overall. This series started off slow for me but now I find myself waiting for the next book ONWARD the INTERCHANGE…though it is not due out until this November.  Ouch! 
 
10.  THE GENEVA CATECHISM: Being a Form of Instruction for Children, by John Calvin (1545..digitally 2024).  This is a very conversational style of catechism written with the pastor s and elders in mind so they could teach the parents to read and then to give then a tool to teach their children to read and to grow up learning the doctrines of Holy Scripture for their edification…for teaching the young ones nets faithful service in the long run. He re is an example of the questions on the 6th Commandment, “196. Repeat the sixth commandment. Thou shalt not kill. 197. Does it forbid nothing but murder? Yes, indeed. For seeing it is God who speaks, He gives us law not only for outward deeds, but primarily for the affections of our heart. 198. You mean then that there is some kind of inward murder which God forbids to us? I do: hatred and rancour, and desire to do evil to our neighbor. 199. Is it sufficient for us not to hate or to bear ill will? No, for in condemning hatred God signifies that He requires us to love our neighbours and seek their salvation, and all this with true affection and without simulation.” I love reading these catechisms for there ar always gems of understanding that we have lost in our striving for “new and better”.
 
11.  GRACE: The Truth, Growth and Different Degrees Thereof, by Christopher Love.(produced digitally by Monergism 2025)This book contains the 15 last sermons ever preached by the Welsh Puritan Christopher Love before he was jail in the Tower of London and subsequently executed for his staunch Presbyterian views” views. He begins his sermons on Grace with 5 sermons from I Kings 14:13, “Because in him there is found something pleasing to the LORD.”  For the Puritans saw and taught about a God who looked for the “some good thing” in His people rather than evil. The Hall of fame in Hebrews 11 is full of people who may have only done one good thing and yet they are held up as models of the faith. That indeed is grace. Love writes, “Let this comfort thy poor soul (Oh weak Christian!) whose burden it is, that thou hast much corruption and but little grace. God will look over a great deal of sin, and will take notice of the least grace. God will not in refining his gold and silver lose one dram of grace, though it lie among a heap of rubbish. Christ is said, to have his Fan in his hand, he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into his garner.” But then we proceed with 10 sermons from II Tim. 2:1-“My son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Love wishes to highlight with these verses where grace comes from and how enduring it is for the believer. “A man that hath the strength of grace yet may want the comfort of it: Strength of grace (as you have heard) doth not exempt a man from temptations from the devil, nor from desertions from God. It is an undoubted rule, there may be strength of grace, where there is not the comfort and evidence of it. A child of light may walk in darkness for a time; and though he have the holy Ghost working grace, and increasing grace in his heart, yet he may want the oil of gladness, though he have received a precious anointing of grace. A child of God, as to his spiritual condition, may for a time be in the same condition that Paul and the Mariners were in, who for many days had neither sun nor stars appearing, being under no small tempest, hopes of being saved being taken away, so it fares with God’s dearest children from time to time.” Then we are gifted his very last sermon which was a funeral service given in London in 1651. The topic of grace was extremely important to Love to teach on especially towards the end of his short life.  When he knew the authorities were coming for him he set out to help the people to understand God’s grace. It is one thing to say the confessions and read the scripture about God’s grace in Christ Jesus but it is wholly another thing to really know all about it. The publishers of these sermons said this, “Our purpose in publishing this small Treatise, is not to make old sores bleed, or foment any one’s discontent, or renew any one’s grief, concerning the much lamented death of this godly and Reverend Author; nor shall we mention what great loss the Church of God had in the death of so useful and hopeful a Minister: But we shall in a few words acquaint thee why this little piece is thus made public. There are many imperfect copies of Mr. Love’s Sermons, which are likely to be obtruded into the world, by some who regard no other end in publishing and printing books, then their own private gain; To prevent which, we have from his own notes published these Sermons, and shall desire the Reader to take notice, that whatever Sermons of this Author shall be thought fit to be published, shall be attested with some of our hands, who are entrusted with his Papers, and hope none will be so injurious to the Author and others, as to presume to print anything of Mr. Love’s without the said Attestation. Thou hast here but the marrow and substance of the last Sermons preached by that late faithful Servant of God. Pulpit-repetitions and enlargements are here omitted, we having endeavored to accommodate thee in the price in buying, and in thy pains in reading, that thou mightest have much fruit, though there be not many leaves. Those books are best that have much worth and weight in a little bulk, and such is this if we mistake not. We remain Ready to serve thee in thy Soul-affairs,Edmund Calamy.Simeon Ashe.Jerem. Whitaker.William Taylor.London, February 13, 1651-52.” This is a list of Love’s friends, admires and fellow preachers some of whom would go the way of the gallows as well for the faith. Love is one of my favorite Puritans; straight spoken and biblically literate no question of his scholarship or his pastor’s heart. This book has got to be one of the 3 best books I have ever read on Grace with the Bible being foremost. As one has said, “Christ is a better Savior than I am a sinner.”

12.  THE REDEEMED MAN, by Joel R. Beeke, Paul M. Smalley, and Richard D. Phillips (editors and contributors 2025). Upon reading these lines I was excited to consume this book. “In an age of cowardice and compromise, the church is asking one question, ‘Where are the men?’ The Redeemed Man prepares you to answer Christ's call to become a man in His image—the kind of man the world needs.”  BUT…with the exception of a handful of articles like The Redeemed Man Committed to God’s Word, The Redeemed Man Growing in Grace, The Redeemed Man Honoring His Parents, and The Redeemed Man Entering into Retirement and The Redeemed Man Preparing for His Death the rest of the 18 articles within this book seemed like fluff and incomplete.  At one point an English Baptist author was speaking on persevering in the faith and he never speaks to ALL the means of grace.  never speaks to the absolute need of the sacraments in our perseverance…which of course was predictable when you look at the sacraments the way our Baptist brethren do. With permission I have copied off some of these articles for our men’s ministry (some from the above. It is rare these days to say I am disappointed in a Christian book but this one was a drudgery to finish.  (actually the last two articles on retirement and Death were very good.

13.  SURPLUS MARINE (Phaethon Corp. Book 1, by Jaxon Reed (2025). Ex-Marine Bo Duckworth has been cached out of the Marine Corp for saving an ex-SSI (Leaguer Spy) life. Then he is jilted by the same spy that he has been with since. But now the money is running out and his girlfriend ran out so he finds himself on a slow starship to the outer rim of the galaxy looking for work. This unlucky story continues when he arrives at the point to get hired to find that everyone is dead or dying on this space station Athos. It has been attacked by ruthless killers and stripped of all valuables. But all the “pirates” haven’t left…this is where Bo’s luck begins to turn. He meets up with an old pal from the Marine Corp. who had been cast out with a dishonorable discharge and the two of them along with a couple of guys that seemingly have come from nowhere ban together to keep the pirates that are left from stealing the ship the came in on and killing everyone there. Well…with that “job” done they are both hired on to work security for Phaethon Corp and sent to another station Porthos (I can’t say this word without thinking of Captain Archer’s –Star Trek Enterprise—dog, Porthos. First mutt on an Enterprise.) in search for some lost proprietary tech. Their merry band of security/mercs continue to grow with two more people… Elle, Bo’s ex-girlfriend that just happens to be on the same space station that they are on looking for other Marines to join their merry band and “Ace the Acquirer”---needs something Ace will get it. Bo, Tobias, Elle and Ace along with the other two Phaethon Corp. employees Arben and Codex and now sent on a trip by their boss who shows up in a holo-emitter to give instruction.  Wasn’t sure what to make of this series but I will stay with because once again no language and no seamy scenes…just go old fashion corruptions and fights galore… death of course…. Stuff that seem to follow ex-Marines around. Good stuff!
 
14.  TOP DUCK (Phaethon Corp. Book 2, by Jaxon Reed (2025). These books of just over 200 pages each are almost like reading comic books or un-graphic graphic novels. They are among some of the most hard hitting and adventure pack dialog I have read in a while. Bo (Duck), a top sergeant in the Republic Marines and his band of misfits are on a mission to find stolen proprietary tech and they know where it is. They find themselves, however, in the middle of a turf war of sorts between two mining consortium’s with a third party causing all the havoc.  Along the way this third party fashions themselves to take whatever they want…and the head of the “Unshaven” wants Elle for her enhanced abilities to keep his enemies at bay. He is willing to spare no lives for this prize and so dozens of men are placed against Duck’s team and they lay dead miles down in a mining shaft on a virtually abandoned mining asteroid. Elle has NOT been captured and the enemy is dead or run off.  Along the way they picked up a legendary Space Marshall on the hunt for another bad guy that has fallen in with the Unshaven or Grave Diggers as they call themselves on their mining claim. The Marshall has been chasing this hombre’ across the galaxy with the hope to bring him to justice. Will they find their tech? Will the Marshall get his man? Is war coming? Will the Unshaven take its place as the galaxies head? Questions that will be answered in the next installment in MINER WAR.
 
15.  MINER WAR (Phaethon Corp. Book 3, by Jaxon Reed (2025). The running battles are written well and they are engaging. Once again good character development and not much swearing and clean relationships. The enemies are basically cloudy at best…a third party… The Unshaven…pitting the other two mining companies against each other. After finding the proprietary tech they had been looking for the head over to Helsinki to help deal with the bad hombre’s that are there to try and put a stop to this war. Well, what they find is a well-fortified city with no one alive except for the bad guys. After trying to breech the city and with confirmation that no one is alive except for the enemy they breech the dome killing everyone inside. Enemies continues to loose hundreds to these 4 and their creds within the outer galaxy continues to grow with an amazing bounty placed on their heads…all must die accept for Elle…who is back up to full power with her enhancement so no one has much a chance to stop her. They seem like super heroes and they are able to get out of every bad situation that comes their way especially with the help of Phaethon tech.  But even knowing they are going to get through whatever trouble comes their way the reader (me) keeps looking forward to more. We leave them in this book staring down a starship with a small cannon with a lot of punch on an incomplete space station will the element of surprise be enough? Now on to Phaethon Expansion, Book 4.
 
16.  THE CHRISTIANS GREAT INTEREST, by William Guthrie, a Scottish Covenanter minster (1620-1665) (first published in 1658 Copyright DIGITALLY © 2022). This book is the form is a hard book to read for he writes pretty much with a Scottish brogue, but I have heard that the language has been update and in it newest reiteration is easier for the non-Scotsman to understand. But don’t let that critique sway you from reading it. For it is one of the best books written on assurance for the believer in Christ.This is his only book and it is this book that has actually stood the measure of time. Here is a couple of well-known reviewers of the book: “One of the greatest divines that ever wrote.’ — JOHN OWEN. “It has long been the favourite work of our peasantry in Scotland. One admirable property of [The Christian’s Great Interest] is that, while it guides, it purifies.” — THOMAS CHALMERS Some of the history behind this book is as good as the book itself, “All of Guthrie’s teaching and pastoral experience were poured into The Christian’s Great Interest – his only book. The remarkable fact that it has gone through more than eighty editions and been translated into several languages testifies to its value. This book describes in a clear and attractive style what it means to be a Christian, and how to become one.This book is all about Christ: the Christian’s great interest should be Christ; the unbeliever needs to develop an interest in Christ.” In the first part, he looks at how someone is drawn to Christ, what the evidences are of true saving grace, and the difference between a true Christian and the hypocrite. In the second part he describes how to ‘close’ with Christ, and deals with various objections, difficulties, doubts, ending with a short catechism for his readers summarizing all that he has taught. Here is an example of this catechism, “Q. 18. What if I slight all these things, and do not lay them to heart to put them in practice? A. The Lord comes with His angels, in flaming fire, to render vengeance to them who obey not His gospel; and thy judgment shall be greater than that of Sodom and Gomorrah; and so much the greater that thou hast read this Treatise, for it shall be a witness against thee in that day” But rather than being all about God’s wrath he speaks clearly of the benefits of how to “close” with Christ. I love this word for it means becoming one with Christ as He and His Spirit sanctify us…but it also speaks to the day of our death…closing with Christ. I found this imagery to be encouraging and helpful…I can only hope in the modernized version they don’t lose this terminology for to me it communicates so much more than some other word would.
 
17.  PHAETHON EXPANSION: Phaethon Corp. Book 4, by Jaxon Reed (2026). I ABSOLUTLEY love the “MicaBots”. They are the 5th” member of the group but they can breakdown into thousands of little AI type bots that like to salute when given an order and asked a question. They can be extremely lethal and playful. They can move tons of equipment, shoot weapons as they can shape themselves anyway that might be needs, they can rebuild and build space stations as in this case Aramis Station and “recent” acquisition of Phaethon Corp….hence the name Phaethon Expansion. Duck, Tobias, Ace and Elle are all here as they took over this station and protected it from the Unshaven…and as adventuresome as all of that was the BOTS are definitely the stars of the team…as I said comical and lethal…and now there are more of them on station. These short book (mostly just short of 200 hundred pages) move at such a pace that you literally can read it in a day or over a couple of days to much enjoyment. I can’t wait for the next one…Aramis Station at the end of February.
 
18.  THE NECESSITY OF REFORMNG THE CHURCH, by John Calvin (1543).  But that is not the whole title…hold on to your hat! The Necessity of Reforming the Church John Calvin To The Most Invincible Emperor Charles V., And The Most Illustrious Princes And Other Orders, Now Holding A Diet Of The Empire At Spires, [1543] A HUMBLE EXHORTATION Seriously to Undertake The Task Of Restoring The Church. Presented In The Name Of All Those Who Wish Christ To Reign. At this Diet Charles the V, the Holy roman Emperor, convened this assembly for his war against France leading him to make considerable concessions to the Lutherans by almost completely abandoning his Catholic positions disregarding the wishes of Pope Paul III. This was Calvin’s input to this little known and often not followed Diet. The church had reached a turning point in the 16th century…it is worship specifically the sacraments …had become a spectacle, obviously the word of God was being misused and falsely taught and the ministers of the word…the priest for the most part were living immoral lives. But Calvin wanted to make it clear to the Emperor the need to break from the Pope in order to finally reform the Church and that it would take more than the Lutherans to do it. Calvin says, “And more freely to explain the source of all our evils, we see that the Roman Pontiff, if he can prevent it, will never permit all churches to unite, I do not say in due consultation, but in assembling any council at all. He will, indeed, as often as he is asked, give promises in abundance, provided he sees all the ways shut up, and all modes of access interrupted, while he has in his hand obstructions which he can every now and then throw in, so as never to want pretexts for tergiversation. With a few exceptions, he has all the cardinals, bishops, and abbots, consenting with him in this matter, since their only thought is how to retain possession of their usurped tyranny. As to the welfare or destruction of the Church, it gives them not the least concern. I am not afraid, Most Invincible Caesar, and Most Illustrious Princes, that my statement will seem incredible, or that it will be difficult to persuade you of its truth. Nay, rather I appeal to the consciences of you all, whether I have stated any thing which your own experience does not confirm. Meanwhile, the Church lies in the greatest peril. An infinite number of souls, not knowing in what direction to turn, are miserably perplexed; many even, forestalled by death, perish, if not saved miraculously by the Lord; diversified sects arise; numbers, whose impiety was formerly hid, assume, from the present dissensions, a license to believe nothing at all, while many minds, otherwise not ill disposed, begin to part with their religious impressions” All throughout this importat book for the Church he advocates from a magisterial position seeking the good favor and sense of the Monarch to help reform the church, “Sire, will you leave the Church to them, that they may decide concerning its reformation at their own will, or rather their own caprice? Will you remain waiting for their nod, resolved never to consult for the Church till they consent? If they know this to be your intention, they will disentangle themselves by an easy process.” This treatise is very much a product of its time…but there are many principles that should ought to be pointed out in today’s church as well.
 
19.  THE RASS CAMPAIGN (The Battles of the Republic book 4), by James Rosone (2026). More of the good old knock your enemy until he is dead or in this case until the final second steal victory away from him/it. Captain Ripley Willis Lee’s new mission is to support the Tully in a high-stakes battle on the fringes of the Galactic Alliance. This is a must win especially because they wish to win back the Tully’s home world. This is set in the Rise of the Republic universe and it is in this book that we actually see references to the connections between the two series. “Thought they’d made a mistake.” He paused, remembering those first weeks of doubt. “Then I read something in Viceroy Hunt’s book—Burden of Command. He wrote that sometimes we get placed in positions of great importance not because we feel ready, but because those in command see something within us that maybe we don’t.” We will also hear of the Gallentines in this book as well.  This series see the good Captain along with his other Academy classmate Naomi Love fighting in long odds and both prevail losing people along the way and themselves for a time along with Coop who has lost his best friend.  His unit is hit hard within 72 hours of taking the planet Rass and the odds of getting out are not good. A grievous wound seeks to end his career…so what will he do fight on or retire? Ths book is full of action and continues the actions of the main characters as they fly in and out of danger but the reader is left wondering will there be a third book that will perhaps nail the connections together for the series?
 
20.  MADE FOR HIS PLEASURE: Ten Benchmarks of a Vital Faith, by Alistair Begg (1996- redone and updated [some] in 2018). Alistair is a Scottish Baptist, so very Calvinistic and biblical by nature. His approaches to something are extremely Baptistic but overall what he emphasizes here is extremely timely once again since this was first published in 1996 (oh, so long ago…LOL). His focus is on 10 benchmarks (read Disciplines) for a vital faith…Spiritual fitness, Prayer, Sacrifice, Relationships (specifically marriage), Vocation, Suffering, the Narrow way, Intellectualism and materialism, Humility, and ending with Evangelism. And it isn’t a 12 step program where you accomplish one and then move on to the next…but they are ALL to be lived out all the time. He begins with the very basic premise concerning the priority of God’s Word in all our lives. According to God’s Word and the Puritans, pleasing God is not a matter of personal choice, but is an imperative to be taken seriously by every Christian. He says, “There is never a time (until heaven) when we are exempt from temptation. Recognizing this ought to help us prepare for the battle.” I love his principles of prayer that came to home from his English mentor Derek Prime, “PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER Derek Prime lists several principles of prayer in his book Practical Prayer: 1. We must be in fellowship with God: reconciled to God through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 2. We must be obedient to God: by putting away sin, maintaining right relationships with others, and striving to abide in Christ. 3. We must depend upon the Lord Jesus Christ and His work on our behalf: we pray in His name. 4. We must exercise faith: believing prayer has the assurance that we may receive beyond all our asking. 5. We must be ready for action, for faith and works go together: having prayed, we must be ready to be the instruments on occasions by means of which God answers our prayers. 6. We must honestly desire God’s will to be done and His name to be glorified. 7. We must pray with sincerity: God has no time for hypocrites who make a lot of show without renewed hearts, but He promises to be near those who call upon Him in truth.” These seriously reveal to us how important and real relationship with God is for our prayers to be heard. All; throughout the book he speaks of how believers ought to be known for their thankfulness and then gives this gem, “Paul addresses in (Romans) chapter 12 the moral imperatives that are basic Christianity. From deep in his heart comes this passionate longing. He implores his readers to discover all the blessings of a life lived in consecration to God. The ground of his appeal is “the mercies of God.” He does not employ the contemporary approach—“ what it will do for us”—but rather focuses on what God has done for us. In the Old Testament there were essentially two kinds of sacrifice. A propitiatory sacrifice was for the putting away of sin, while a dedicatory sacrifice was the response of thanksgiving for the forgiveness provided. Jesus, Paul says, has by His death on the cross offered the propitiatory sacrifice. Now we must offer our lives in thanksgiving as a sacrifice of dedication.” In making the need for evangelism he speaks about how different…thus lost the other religons are. This was a great breakdown, “Islam says that Jesus was not crucified; Christianity says He was. Only one of us can be right. Judaism says Jesus was not the Messiah; Christianity says He was. Only one of us can be right. Hinduism says God has often been incarnate; Christianity says God was incarnate only in Jesus. We both cannot be right. Buddhism says that the world’s miseries will end when we do what is right; Christianity says we cannot do what is right, but that the world’s miseries will end when we believe what is right.”
 
21.  INTO THE RECKONING (Rise of the Republic Book 9), by James Rosone (2026). Wow…this has been and is a wild ride to be sure. The authors Iraq war experience comes through in the battle scenes and in the mental dilemmas and struggles these spacers and Marines endure throughout the book. Viceroy Hunt has had extensive talks with the president of the Humtars who appear to be the forerunners of the human race and all humans spread throughout the galaxy. Will they be an ally against the evils of the Dominion or not?  This is yet to be seen. The Zodarks have internal fighting that seeks to undo their hegemony, but will it? There have been acts of desperation enacted by people unbeknownst to the Viceroy that may cause the whole Alliance to unravel if discovered…that plays in the background as many Zodarks are getting sick and dying. Is it genocide concerning how ruthless the Zodarks are? Is it a breach of integrity and of old established treaties even among enemies? The Orbots have surrendered and the Dominion is trying to reestablish its footing before another race loyal to the Dominion falls. This book is a few years in the future to the Rass Campaign above but many of the players in The Battles series are now crossing over with much higher ranks as they continue to fight this relentless foe. Such good reading.

22.  SURPRISED BY GRACE: Subversive Grace in the Four Gospels, by Dane Ortland (2021). This is a book on God’s grace and it’s subversive nature. In a world that is crying out for justice, equality and truth Dane makes the case that what is needed more is grace…without God’s grace understood justice, equality and truth will be baseless. I love the reason he wrote this book, “To fill our hearts with the high-octane grace that takes our conscience by the scruff of the neck and breathes new life into us with a pardon so scandalous that we cannot help but be changed. The purpose of this little book on the Gospels has been to peel away the accretions of attempts to domesticate Jesus and his endless goodness that have accumulated over the years in the hearts of some of us. Jesus Christ simply cannot be tamed. He is not one-dimensional, not predictable; he does not map on to our pre-existing expectations of what he is like. He is wonderfully disruptive.” The urgency in this book is that we must remember that grace is counterintuitive and surprising because we have focused on other things rather than God’s grace. He states, ““The ancient Greeks told us to be moderate by knowing our inclinations. The Romans told us to be strong by ordering our lives. Buddhism tells us to be disillusioned by annihilating our consciousness. Hinduism tells us to be absorbed by merging our souls. Islam tells us to be submissive by subjecting our wills. Agnosticism tells us to be at peace by ignoring our doubts. Moralism tells us to be good by discharging our obligations. Only the gospel tells us to be free by acknowledging our failure. Christianity is the unreligion because it is the one faith whose founder tells us to bring not our doing, but our need.” He crystalizes for his readers the main points of the Gospel in a unique way, “In Matthew, Jesus exposes externalized obedience as thinly veiled moral rottenness. In Mark, the long-anticipated king takes up the fate of a criminal. Luke shows us Jesus inverting the social assumptions, with insiders ending up outside, and outsiders finding themselves inside. And the great surprise of John is that the eternal God who made all things became flesh and blood.” One comes away after reading this book with a sense of awe concerning this surprising grace…a grace that s unmeasured, vast and free.

23.  COURAGE, COMMITMENT, FAITH: Tales from the Coalition Defense Force, by Daniel Gibbs, Steve Rzasa and Gary T. Stevens (2026). These are good reads though he also included one story from his last book…which was unfortunate. Good story but not necessary to repeat. These stories focus on particular individuals and their struggles of being in space between wars and their dilemmas of faith because of past or current decisions that conflict with the values they hold in their faith. The first story written by Daniel Gibbs centers around a character I do not remember Dr. Henrik Lindqvist, of the Far Survey Corp of the CDF, a devout and almost violent atheist at least until he is sent to study a society similar to our Iron Age and what he encounters there drives his “belief” system over the edge causing him to take on a new career that would enable him to help more people. The next story centers on the Tokarev Brothers that we have encountered through many stories and how God engineers a rescue and a mission of mercy towards Leaguers who Piotr delights in spacing every time he encounters one because of the death of so many of his people at the hands of the League of Sol but also because of the fact they also killed his Uncle and father. Any way this mercy mission causes him to come to grips with the come to Jesus moment he gave to all the Leaguers he captured…literally believe in Jesus or be spaced! Coming to grips with ones sin often requires tremendous change in one’s life. What changes will occur with the Tokarev brothers. The last tale is of (now) Major Jackson Adams of the Coalition defense Force Intelligence and his crew Sev, Gina, Brant Guinto, along with Warrant Ehud Dwyer and their targeting a munitions company supplying PFLOS in their continued trek to undermine the Republic. The rub in this story is not one of faith or of a difficult mission of which there are many unexpected turns but the rub in this one is their commitment to family...can they keep doing this? Does duty come before family, especially at this point in their lives with spouses and children involved? In fact, at least one of the members are seriously talking of retirement if that is even possible. These story are all about loyalty to God and Country and Family…seeking to always figure out the right balance. And, of course mixed in with the right amount of intrigue and space battles to keep you coming back for more.
 
24.  HEROES REBORN (The Aternien Wars Bok 12), by G.J. Ogden (Feb. 2026). Another wild ride from Ogden. I have really enjoyed this series so far. And this one…well… there is so much action so much fighting between the Aterniens, the Terran Andromorphs and the Montans over seeking either to capture Carter and Carina or kill them. Monique the Queen of the Aternien foes to release her people from a 5000 year sleep only to have a revolt on her hands…but there is something behind this revolt if she can only discover it in time. However, before the uprising there was an evil lurking in the caves that would have to be dealt with that had been feeding off the rest of the people so that over half would not make it out alive. They have discovered a way to leave this galaxy behind but it will take another long thought to be dead to make it happen. So Carter and Carina go off in search of this one who can help. They meet up with an old foe and what happens to him is more than appropriate. They find who they had been searching for and after this particular persons “resurrection” or ascension, as an Aternien, things get real comical in the midst of extreme loss. A old friend comes back into the lives of Carter and Carina that gives them hope. KACEY is fixed up better than new and another old friend is resurrected as well. All in all even though time is short these reunions give great cause for celebration and their maybe yet another reunion on the horizon, if what the prophet says is true. Next book out is GHOST SHIP due out in March.
  
25.  THE COLLECTED PRAYERS OF JOHN KNOX BY JOHN KNOX, Edited and Introduced by Brian G. Najapfour (2019). This book is regarded as THE book of prayers of John Knox for these are reported to be the only surviving written prayers by Knox. The editor has usefully brought a clearer English to bear as side from the Scots dialect so that we all may benefit from these prayers. As we read through them we obviously see a man of great faith. But we also see a man of his troubled times and a man who sought to teach even through his prayers a people who had not privately prayed leaving that to the priest in their parishes… for common people could not approach God on their own in prayer…according the Roman Church or the Church of England at the time. This prayers show his listeners and readers, years later, that his prayers were filled with lament and confession of sin, but also with hope in the mercy of God through His Son Jesus along with confidence in God’s providence towards His own. Some of the prayers were written by Knox and were for his own consumption before the face of God but most are written with the congregation in mind. All are filled with Knox’ worldview and theological affirmations that shaped his ministry and life throughout his life. They are prayers design to go along with each means of grace. One of my favorites is his prayer at the sacrament of baptism, in which marks our children as those whom He calls to Himself, accompanied by the petition that the child be defended by God and never allowed to drift from God in Christ through the work of the Spirit, lest the child should lose the “force” of his baptism. I have been using them in my daily devotions and since I have now concluded this book I will start again. Every Christian that is “still” working on their prayer life would greatly benefit from
reading these prayers.
 
26.  RAIDER: (Conscript Book 5) , by Scott Bartlett (2026). This was one of the slowest of this series. Po is rescued and spends months recouping physically and mentally. And Scott goes through to adnauseum what that looks like. This is arduous work for Po since he had been close to death when he was finally rescued. He had been beaten, starved, and electrocuted/tortured…but he was still here. He finally comes clean about the Emplor relieving a burden he has carried throughout his career. But instead of being punished he was thrown into a Marine Spec Op training group… that would come close to killing him all by itself. And the details continue. But slowly he get stronger… but they keep getting sent back to where Po had been tortured to try and take the cycler Sovran from an evil AI Pinnacle. So the book is made up of his recovery and his training … as good as the others this one is not. The reader spends so much time in Po’s head that it gets boring…I have higher hopes for the next one in this series SEARGENT.
 
27.  DEEP STRIKE (Iron Fleet book 6) by, Daniel Gibbs (2026). Daniel does not disappoint.  Just as one may have been getting a little burned out by the on-going struggle with the latest League of Sol’s attempt to take back the Orion Spur called PFLOS, our heroes aboard CSV Margaret Thatcher… Lt. Col. Hansen and the like…a new foe shows itself.  Now since the massive defeat of PFLOS at New Rostov and their scattering among the void for purposes of licking their wounds and possibly re-building. The small fleet in the Orion Spur is ordered to split up and search and destroy what’s left. The coalition is aware that there is a secret base to which they have gone into hiding (all dastardly evil people have a base that they hide in…only criminals needs hideouts). Everyone knows the threat is still real until these rats are finally dealt with. The enemy knows they are coming, but as always Arthur Hansen will see the struggle through to the end. But as I said along the way of routing out PFLOS they stumble upon a sentient species slave and trafficking operation. Hundred are either used as forced labor in the mineral mines or are sold on the market for the highest prices.  The people not trafficked are beaten and starved as they see no relief ever coming…since this operation is on the backside of the Spur in a space where no one comes except to do bad things. Hanson gets word about this and they mount a rescue mission that turns into an all-out war with League resources at play. “He remembered something that General Cohen used to say. Instead of saying that God is on our side, we should pray we are on His. Arthur thought it was a paraphrase of something a famous man from Earth had said, but he didn’t really remember. In that moment, however, he clung to the idea that he and, by extension, the small fleet of ships and Marines were on God’s side, aligned with what was righteous and good.” Will they take the station and rescue the slaves or will they be destroyed by a much bigger presence than the intelligence led them to believe. Hanson, his crew of the CSV Blazer and the CSV Leonidas will not stop until there is an end. This series seems to be coming to an end with the next book DECISION POINT and I will miss these characters.  My hope is Daniel will continue to expand this universe...it has been and continues to be a wild ride.
 
28.  ARAMIS STATION: Phaethon Corp. 5, by Jaxon Reed (2026). After things begin to settle in for Aramis Station and the Mica-bots continue to build out the stations…the Orges come calling threatening to end the station if Duck and Phaethon Corp…doesn’t sign the station over to them. Well, as we know from previous books it is not good to tick off and threaten Duck and his crew, especially Elle and Tobias. Well, things don’t go well for the ship when Elle’s incisor rays get a bit out of control and basically cut the ship in half. Well, the Tinkers Guild has an answer for this dilemma since Duck was hoping to salvage the ship to add to the fleet they are building to deliver supplies and Phaethon Corp stuff. Well, of course, the bad guys come back wanting retribution for their stolen ship which Duck sees as the spoils of war since the last ship actually declared war on the station. Well, again things don’t go well for the Ogres once again. But the Ogres think they have the upper hand by kidnapping Phaethon Corp employees. A plan is developed and implemented securing 13 more ships for the station and a flag ship from the Ogres. The fun never stops on this roller coaster of events to solidify this part of space in the midst of a Miner’s war that is being directed by another group called the “unshaven”. I love the Bots in this one as well making this such a delightful read. Next book in series TINKERS GUILD is out at the end of this month (March), so I wait.
 
29.  THE CASE FOR CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM, by Stephen Wolfe. Stephen classifies himself as a Christian political theorist. This book gives much for me to want to agree with. I am and always have been in favor of certain position that people are now classifying as Christian Nationalism, but the term itself is a bit “cringy”. I agree with the fact, like our founding father stated, that the health of our nation rest in the virtue of Christianity. I also agree that Christianity ought NOT to be hidden as one among many…but that is not the place of a government but of the Church to maintain. Celebrating our Christian heritage, promoting Christian ideas in the public square, and having elected officials who are committed to historic Christianity and eager to see Christian churches protected and flourish is something I am all for but Mr. Wolfes vision goes a “wee” bit beyond these. So I agree in principle with many of his arguments. But as a pastor I have a hard time really coming along side this movement and/or this book because the author by and large refuses to give any biblical justification for his assertion. It may be “good” political theory. (For his argument and the ease to which he writes makes his position readable and warming in a day and age of such unrest.) But where is the biblical mandate for this? If he was postmodern his position would make more sense but since he is amillennial it seems at best pie in the sky…at worst apocalyptic given many of the things he advocates that would have to occur to ensure the Christian nationalism was put in place. Also, there is a lot of supporting text from philosophers, and theologians (many that I look to as guides from the past) that look at the culture and theorize how it will or can be better…again without biblical justification. I look at some of his assertion and say this is what it will be like in the New Earth and then immediately repent of my thinking because nothing we can devise in our mind can even come close. But in his thinking, this is NOT after Christ returns but can be achieved now…well maybe not now but is something we should all be pressing our flesh into. But his talk of a political government that would suppress false religion, establish churches and require people to be in church on Sunday Morning seems more oppressive than what God requires of the world. The Church…yes…but that is God’s job through me…as a pastor to remind people of God’s commandments. His call for a “Christian prince” to “suppress the enemies of God” and to install a “measured theocratic Caesarism,” promoting open “rebellion” against the current government.  This Prince needs to be established with no apparent accountability to oversee ALL the affairs civil and ecclesiastical and no apparent right of succession. Then there is his desire to have a Christian magistrate to be the lower overseers...men who are exemplary…while never answering the basic question of man’s sinful nature.  I ask yet again, where is this in the biblical text? Where is this call to revolution so our lives can be “better”? Being better does not seem to be the Bible’s position for us…but tribulation and persecution in this life for our sanctification and God’s own glory as He makes us more and more into the image of His Son. If you want to actually know what Christian Nationalism is ..this is probably the only book out there that actually writes out the manifest in a way it can be understood with almost 500 pages…but be aware that most people who claim the movement have a different definition from this one.
 
30.  INTO THE INFERNO (Rise of the Republic Book 11) by James Rosone, Miranda Watson (2024). The fighting has been more than the Spartacus Brigade thought they would encounter. Wil the Pharaonis surrender or will they fight to the end. Much like the island hopping of the II World War this planet hopping campaign has had its good points and bad…it is costing the Pharaonis troops and the ability to secure a victory but it is costing the Republic and its abilities as well...simply replacing the number of men they have lost will be a “trick” that will weigh heavy on this campaign even if the Alliance comes out the victor and that is not a certainty yet. But they are making progress on their way to the “bugs” home planet Eurysa. With the possible victory the Alliance would be one step closer to the ultimate battle against the Zodarks. At the same time this costly campaign is being fought planet by planet Admiral Ripley Lee Willis has just received his second star and is given a new task to attack in the outer system right next to the Zodarks. With the Guristas and the Humtars coming alongside the Alliance at this point victory seems more of a possibility than ever before. But wait, there is something maneuvering in the shadows. An old threat coming alive? And this is the penultimate book on top of that. Nest up, the last book in the series INTO THE SCHISM.
 
31.  REFORMED CONFESSIONALISM (Blessings of the Faith Series) by D. Blair Smith (President of Reformed Theological Seminary Charlotte- 2025). Being confessional…what does that mean and why aren’t more churches confessional…and then why does it even matter? We live in a day and age where we wish to live and let live.  Where we make things up as we go.  Where we determine what we believe by our experience. Is it any wonder there are so many denominations and so many types of Christians? Or are there. Well, the author shows that last question to be a myth because whether we recognize it or not we, who say we believe, all have creeds and confession from which we seek to travel through this life…and why this is one reasons for the divide among “Christians” of all stripes. The Creeds and Confessions of old were meant to unify the Church so that we stood clearly behind the doctrines taught in Scripture and so we didn’t give into the temptation to go it alone and make it up as we go. He makes some distinctions but overall he clearly points to their purpose of unity and strength as we all would be in one accord around what the Scriptures principally teach. “Confessions were developed by early Protestant Reformers and by denominations that came out of the Reformation. While a creed is about the One in whom we believe, a confession more fully elaborates on what we believe. 3 These beliefs often carry the distinctives of a denomination or theological tradition, such as an affirmation of infant baptism in the Westminster Confession of Faith. John Calvin once said that he’d be very happy simply to confess Scripture. However, he acknowledged, since many false teachers have Scripture on their lips, we need the careful theological language of confessional statements to draw out the meaning of Scripture and protect us from heresy.” This little book supports the purposes for Creeds and confessions so the church is found worshiping before the face of God and witnessing with purpose and understanding to the world around us.

32.  REFORMED WORSHIP (Blessings of the Faith) by Jonty Rhodes (minister and teacher at Christ Church Central a member congregation of the International Presbyterian Church in Leeds, UK, 2023). Now this one is an important little book describing Reformed Worship and why it is so much better than many of the last minute put together services we see especially in America but also in the UK. He makes the case clearly that a Reformed view of worship is shaped by God’s Word as seen in the singing, prayers, preaching and sacraments…the means of grace. God commands and he desires to meet with His people.  The makes clear that there is really a simplicity and a freedom in Reformed worship that can’t be found in other styles…for God declares how He will be worshiped so we working in that design will bring Him glory and we will be blessed to do it all again. “John Calvin wrote to Emperor Charles V that ‘the mode in which God is duly worshipped’ takes the ‘principal place’ in ‘the whole substance of Christianity,’ with ‘the source from which salvation is to be obtained’ coming second. How does the Christian faith get established and keep its place in society? Simple, says Calvin: You need to know two things—how to worship God and how to be saved.” He speaks so much about hos Reformed worship almost exclusively focuses on God, “From all we’ve seen so far, I hope it has become clear that God is the primary actor in worship. He sought us out, when we were lost in sin, to establish a covenant relationship with us. We didn’t find our way back to him or devise our own plan of salvation to initiate that covenant relationship.” O loved this image, “The Puritans uses to call Sunday the ‘market day of the soul.’ Back before supermarkets and convenience stores, villagers would stock up once a week on the day the market came to town. You’d fill your basket with everything you needed for the week ahead and then live off those supplies until the next market day arrived. Similarly, we head to church to have our souls fed and filled with the good things Christ has stored up for us. Those resources fuel us for the week to come.” This whole series has been a blessing to help solidify what we already know…but also to teach those who are new to the faith and to the Reformed Church. “Reformed churches rightly confess that the Reformed faith is the biblical faith in its best form and should never be ashamed of it, denigrate, or neglect to defend it from all enemies, within and without.”(a statement from Brad Isbell).
 
33.  INTO THE SCHISM (Rise of the Republic Book 12) by James Rosone, Miranda Watson (2026). Timing is everything they say and it is certainly true in this case. The Republic burst on to scene at just the right time in the midst of a galactic war that had been fought for millennium to a stale mate. Viceroy Hunt was chosen at just the right time to bring this war to an end even though it was not evident at the time when or how…thought the Emperor saw in him a new and fresh outlook on things even with hunt’s imperfections. They turned some infiltrators at just the right time so that the republic and its Alliance partners could begin to know more about their enemy. The Orbots were defeated at just the right time when their “soul collectors” were discovered marking the reality of an on-going existence or annihilation hit them between the eyes. At just the right time a schism began to unfold in the Zodark Empire that would lead to it ultimate weakening. At just the right time a long lost relative- the Humtars- came back into the humans path, bringing with them millennium of knowledge and technology and weaponry design to take on a defeat an even greater enemy than the Zodarks. And at just the right time a liberated Orbot helped to devise a way to bring the Collective to their knees in submission.  With all of these pieces a war that had been being fought for millennium comes to an end within 2 decades of the Republic finding its way into this conflict and there is now peace…for now. A good ending to this series…a bit weak as we grew near the end but still “ all good things” must come to an end. A worthy series.
 
34.  SOUL HEIGHTS AND SOUL DEPTHS, by Octavius Winslow (1874  This digital edition from Aaron Sturgill 2026). This is a series of 9 sermons going line by line through Psalm 130. Perhaps the best known of the Penitential Psalm. Psalm 130 contains the ardent prayer of a man who is distressed by a sense of God's anger against sin; in it, we see an earnest penitent turning to God, longing for forgiveness. But this Psalm is also marked by a steady upward progression: depth; prayer; conviction; light; hope; waiting; watching; longing; confidence; assurance; universal happiness and joy. As a barometer marks the rising of the weather, so each sentence of this Psalm records the progress of the soul. Spurgeon said that these sermons on Psalm 130 were "Not very deep nor very high, but pleasant spiritual reading." Books like this one are truly for those unwilling to read John Owen's work or Spurgeon’s, for that matter, on this psalm so Octavius Winslow's sermons are a good place to begin. It is not the last word in exegesis, but its doctrinal and experiential reflections are very useful. Winslow has a heart and eye for the beauty of Christ: "Oh, to learn experimentally these two great facts -- sin's infinite hatefulness and loves' infinite holiness! The love of God in giving his Son to die; the love of Christ in dying; the essential turpitude an unmitigated enormity of sin, which demanded a sacrifice so divine, so holy, and so precious!" In the cross, the grace of Christ has "not only cancelled the built, but it has conquered the power of sin; it has not only deposed, but it has slain the tyrant". I would recommend everyone to read this book and be encouraged. "Arise from your 'depths', and give yourself to prayer! Lift up your eyes, dim with tears though they be, and gaze upon those sunny heights of divine communion towering above and smiling down upon you, and inviting your ascent. There sits your Father! There ministers your Intercessor!" And he ends where the Psalm ends with these wonderful words, “And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities." -Psalm 130:8. What a graceful and appropriate conclusion of this comprehensive and instructive Psalm! Like the sun, it dawns veiled in cloud, it sets bathed in splendor; it opens with soul-depth, it closes with soul-height. Redemption from all iniquity! It baffles the most descriptive language, and distances the highest measurement.”
 
35.  GHOST SHIP (The Aternien Wars Book 13), by G.J. Ogden (Mar. 2026). Another rip-roaring hair raising journey. The troubles and laugh are around every corner. With Kendra back in the “saddle” that humor in this book continues to notch up. Carter and Carina and Kendra head out with their trusty sidekicks their Master robots to seek to find information given to them from the Prophet on a “ghost ship” that the Montans and the Terrans want to get their hands on. After going on a “raiding” mission they secured the information needed to help them locate the legendary ship …the Galatine.  Carter hasn’t been in the same area with this ship for over 5000 years. In the meantime the Queen has had a vision which causes her and the Overseer to secretly go back to New Arternus which has been under Montan and Terran control for over 5000 years.  But of course, what seemed like a simple mission turned into a near disaster with Carter and Carina having to rescue her in an unbelievable fashion. Along with her has come two soul orbs they may or may not we able to help establish a presence on the anthropic Citadel that they are hoping will jet them away from all their enemies so they can begin again. Once the Queen is back safe and sound they head out to find the Galatine and they are met with one problem after another from the Montans and the Terrans as well as a AI that seems to have lost its mind on board their old ship. An exciting read and I am looking forward to the penultimate book of this series book number 14  LOST CITADEL.
 
36.  DISCIPLINES OF A GODLY MAN, by R. Kent Hughes (originally published 1991 this addition 2019 update and redo). This book was a book alone when it first came out in that these types of good books were just coming on the market again.  It is not that there hadn’t been books like this but it had been a couple of decades since one of this caliber had come out. He makes is clear, “None of us is inherently righteous, none of us naturally seeks God or is reflexively good. Therefore, as children of grace, our spiritual discipline is everything. No discipline, no discipleship! No sweat, no sainthood! No perspiration, no inspiration! No pain, no gain! No manliness, no maturity! This grand spiritual axiom has provided the basis for our examination of seventeen disciplines that are essential to a godly life—the disciplines of: purity, marriage, fatherhood, friendship, mind, devotion, prayer, worship, integrity, tongue, work, perseverance, church, leadership, giving, witness, and ministry. It is an intimidating list, to say the least! And it is made even more daunting in that each of the disciplines has been presented in an intentionally prescriptive “do this” manner. In fact, each of the seventeen headings contains an average of seven recommended disciplines—which amounts to over a hundred “do’s”! 17 disciplines that are crucial for us guys to consider. Many we may be doing well with, others just okay and then others are abysmal failures. He hits so many so that we can then evaluate where we are in need. None of these disciplines are in anyway attainable without a strong and growing relationship with Jesus, “Since we need faith to run the race, we must be ‘looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.’ That is, as the Greek literally indicates, we must deliberately lift our eyes from other distracting things and focus with utter concentration on him—and continue doing so. We must not look away even for an instant. Such focus is indispensable to a life of faith and to finishing the race.” This is a learned action hence the need for discipline. In highlighted our relationship with Jesus he also highlights something that many men in this country feel ambivalent about….namely worship. “In considering the rationale for God-centered worship, we must begin with the realization that worship is the number one priority of the church. Jesus’s famous statement in John 4:23 that the Father seeks worshipers is unparalleled, for nowhere in the entire corpus of Holy Scripture do we read of God’s seeking anything else from a child of God. God desires worship above all else. Thus, every man who calls himself a Christian must understand that worship is the ultimate discipline. Robert G. Rayburn writes: “Nowhere in all the Scriptures do we read of God’s seeking anything else from the child of God. One often hears that Christians are ‘saved to serve,’ and there is a limited sense in which this is true, for throughout eternity as well as during our earthly life it will be our joy and privilege to serve the Lord God. But this heavenly service will itself be primarily worship (see Heb. 9:14; 12:28; Rev. 22:3). Nowhere in the Bible are we told that the Lord seeks our service. It is not servants He seeks, but true worshipers.” O Come, Let Us Worship (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1984). This book focuses us on those disciplines that are of utmost. A good book to re-read regularly.
 
37.  OLD COLONY (Old Colony Book 1), by John Walker (2026).  This is a rather clever story line which I hope will continue. We meet Otis Harding an older gentleman in his early 70’s in the midst of a TV show to determine who will be going on a journey into space. They are going to a beautiful but harsh planet that has been discovered and those with the money want to establish a colony. So the best of the best of the geriatric age are chosen to go with skills that will enable them to last long enough to build a colony there for the next group that comes along. The catch? The planet is not just harsh but it will kill them in de course, according to the best atmospheric readings a satellite and can. At first, it looks like exactly what they were promised: harsh terrain, failing systems, and too much work for too few hands. Then the world starts breaking the rules. Some much is happening all at once.  Otis came to build and fix things that break and die...but this world has other ideas. Excellent tension and character development…looking forward to the next one.

38.  TINKER’S GUILD(Phaethon Corp Book 6), by Jaxon Reed (2026). Duck, Tobias, Ace and Elle are on a mission for the Tinker’s Guild, their new “tenants” at Aramis Station. Porthos Station (a carved out asteroid) has been run by the IMPS (a mining corporation) and they have turned the place into a death trap. Ships are locked into docks and all the food is distributed and no one leaves…well as one can imagine when the ships stop coming to the station the food stops flowing and the people starve. Living there  in the bowels of this station is one of the leaders of the Tinker’s Guild and word has gotten out how bad things are so the Tinker’s Guild turns to Duck and his team for a “quick” snatch and grab.  Well, the place is heavily guarded and they need to get in and get out …alive…preferably! Accompanied by my favorite Micabots, Mike, they go hunting. “Mike” gives them that added piece of technology that no one else has especially the IMPS. As they make their way to the asset, let’s just say, the numbers of guards robot and men are greatly reduced and then by the help of a least likely group…the Republic Marines showing up just in time, well…mission success…or is it? The nest book DAUGHTERS SEVEN will tell if that is true.
 
39.  THE HEART OF CHRIST IN HEAVEN TOWARDS SINNERS ON EARTH : The Gracious Disposition and Tender Affection of Christ in His Human Nature Now in Glory, unto His Members Under All Sorts of Infirmities, Either Sin or Misery , by Thomas Goodwin, Digital Copyright © 2017. The Heart of Christ in Heaven towards Sinners on Earth was first published in 1651, and it soon became Thomas Goodwin’s (1600–1680) most popular work. Goodwin begins with the beautiful assurances given by Christ to his disciples, taking as an example of that love Christ’s washing of his disciples’ feet (John 13). The heart of his argument, however, lies in his exposition of Hebrews 4:15, in which Goodwin shows that in all his glorious holiness in heaven, Christ is not sour towards his people; if anything, his capacious heart beats more strongly than ever with tender love for them. And in particular, two things stir his compassion: our afflictions and – almost unbelievably – our sins. This book is a good reminder for us to pause from our worldly and churchly duties to think on and be one with Jesus…for his heart is always with us at all times and in every way even as he is in glory. I am reading this book yet again because of the many times he is referenced in a another book I am reading again, Dane Ortland’s book, Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers. The authors as well as many others remind us that it is the heart of Jesus that will maintain us to the end. (John 13;1) One of my favorite lines is this, "Though Christ is now in glory, do not let that discourage you, for he has the heart of a husband towards you, being betrothed to you forever in faithfulness and in loving-kindness. …Take this as one incentive to obedience: that if he retained the same heart of mercy towards you which he had here on earth, then to answer his love, endeavor to have the same heart towards him on earth which you hope to have in heaven." I particularly enjoy the author’s description of how Christ loves us even more as He sees us fail in the flesh, recalling our beauty when first promised to Him by the Father as His Bride and later when reunited in Paradise. Because we are His members, when we sin in this life, He is not angry with us but rather hurts for and pities us in our affliction of sin. He says, “Now, therefore, to conclude this head: Never fear that Christ's great advancement in heaven should in any way alter his disposition, for this his very advancement engages him the more.” How we need Goodwin and his message today! If we are to be drawn from jaded, anxious thoughts of God and a love of sin, we need such this knowledge of Christ.
 
40.  GENTLE AND LOWLY: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers, By Dane Ortland (2020). This is a book for the moment. So many of us in the church could be classified as whiners…so many of us are so needy and then there is a feeling among many that Jesus is so disappointed with us because, quite frankly, when we hang out with people who act like us we are easily offended and disappointed…so He must be as well. But that is wrong thinking.  Christ loves us and is merciful and gracious to us beyond measure. He says, “Christ was sent not to mend wounded people or wake sleepy people or advise confused people or inspire bored people or spur on lazy people or educate ignorant people, but to raise dead people.” but then he also says, “Perhaps it isn’t sins so much as sufferings that cause some of us to question the perseverance of the heart of Christ. As pain piles up, as numbness takes over, as the months go by, at some point the conclusion seems obvious: we have been cast out. Surely this is not what life would feel like for one who has been buried in the heart of a gentle and lowly Savior? But Jesus does not say that those with pain-free lives are never cast out. He says those who come to him are never cast out. It is not what life brings to us but to whom we belong that determines Christ’s heart of love for us. So with Christ. We cling to him, to be sure. But our grip is that of a two-year-old amid the stormy waves of life. His sure grasp never falters. Psalm 63: 8 expresses the double-sided truth: ‘My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.’” This book is based on Matthew 11:29 but this is not the only text he will be using to show us Christ’s heart though as He says, “My dad pointed out to me something that Charles Spurgeon pointed out to him. In the four Gospel accounts given to us in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—eighty-nine chapters of biblical text—there’s only one place where Jesus tells us about his own heart. But in only one place—perhaps the most wonderful words ever uttered by human lips—do we hear Jesus himself open up to us his very heart: ‘Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ (Matt. 11: 28–30)  In the one place in the Bible where the Son of God pulls back the veil and lets us peer way down into the core of who he is, we are not told that he is ‘austere and demanding in heart.’ We are not told that he is ‘exalted and dignified in heart.’ We are not even told that he is ‘joyful and generous in heart.’ Letting Jesus set the terms, his surprising claim is that he is ‘gentle and lowly in heart.’” Dane quotes from many of the “old guys” like Goodwin, Sibbes, Owen, Baxter as well as the really as really “old guys” like Augustine and Origen all of whom sought to help people by Christ focused all the time ….but to help them also be aware that Christ is STILL with them even in glory. We get caught up in secondary issues all too much and neglect the fact that we NEED to read and meditate on the Heart of Christ especially since His ascension. Like I was reminded in reading these books I forget about Christ regular and on-going intercession for us before the Father since we continue to sin in this life which reveals to us the height of His love for His own.
 
41.  STAR FARMER (Star Farmer Book 1), by Jaxon Reed (2024).  I never thought I would find “another” author that I enjoy so much as this one. This is the “per-quell, if you will to the Phaeton Corp Book series I am in the middle of. It is in this series that we find out about Tom Savage (Raleigh) son of pirates/ privateers who are extremely wealthy at this point.  He searches for the remotest planet that is not claimed by either major faction buys a square kilometer of land and literally sets up homesteading. We meet the first version of the Micabots here as well. Tom is doing all the experiments with them as they build him a home from scratch, even quarrying the stone for the foundation and felling the trees and preparing the boards for the lumber for the house.  But he is out here for yet another experiment and that is harvesting the core of the planet Phaethon’s sun to see how much energy it can produce. Along the way they meet nasty Sand dragons that try to eat him and desperado’s that live in this backward area of this planet which exists much like the “old West” of earth. The desperado’s want a woman, Gwen, who takes up with Tom for protection which she proves she really doesn’t need but it is a good excuse to see Tom’s experiments. Along the way the find out they have more in common than either of them would have imagined and become fast friends. Just like with the other books they read extremely fast since there is always something happening.  Oh did I forget about Timmy, Tom’s battlebot that he’s had since he was 8? Well more on all of them in the next book.
 
42.  PARTICLE TWO: (Star Farmer Book 2), by Jaxon Reed (2024).  This book lets us in on how Tom begins to make his fortune using solar solid cores to power up the many power cores (think batteries) that seemingly powers everything from buildings to weapons to farm machinery and cars and trucks. As we have seen …on this frontier planet of Phaethon life is cheap and the work is hard with many obstacles to overcome. But Tom is intent on making this planet his home and so homesteading with the side “hobby” at the moment of testing equipment that will one day power his galactic corporation. Well, his first attempt to harvest the solar material didn’t go to well so he’s at it again…with a new and improved containment pod to hold the material safely. Gwen wilder now has become a full time extension of Tom’s time though there is NOTHING going on with the two of them.  But like in the last book when they got rid of Malcomb Dalmont they now have another cowboy gang “gunnin’” for them. Now Tom has a way of getting out of things in ways unknown to others. When an space smuggler brings in 2 old League Battle tanks for sale and sells it to the Ever Riders all seemed lost. But, Timmy, Tom’s space Marine battle bot saves the day …down one Battle tank.  Tom is bent of defending his new home world no matter what it takes.
 
43.  FARM HAND: (Star Farmer Book 3), by Jaxon Reed (2024).  After the Evers gang is defeated one of their men change allegiance and become Tom and Gwen’s first farm Hand, outside of Timmy that is. Silas has some interesting backgrounds and discovers for Tom a whole ‘nuther income stream in the woods surrounding his section of land…maple-like trees and syrup. Wink and Jinxie (the would be smugglers from Petra Rose) still have another battle tank to unload and when they return …well, let’s just say a wealthy investor takes it off their hands. There are still issues to deal with that continue to come up between League City( named after a Texas Town near Old Earth Houston) and Little York. Meanwhile the Micabots continue their building spree and the homestead is looking more and more livable all the time. It is a great place to live …most of the time. Haley has found a new occupation in League City…two of them to be exact. More on that later.
 
44.  PULSAR’S PERIL: (Star Farmer Book 4), by Jaxon Reed (2024). Because the League City officials along with the anarchist bunch of Southsiders tried to commandeer Wink’s’ ship the Pulsar which is a Petra Rose flagged ship all three major governmental systems (The League, the Republic and the Alliance) establish a trade embargo to teach them that that kind of thing will not be tolerated. Tom needs to get his goods to market in League City so he hired Haley to be his front man in League City to sell his goods that are being produced on the farm. Well, Haley becomes a sort of crime fighting superhero Night Shadow with the help of the teleporting capabilities of Lisa their local AI. But the trouble from the Southsiders is not over since they are part of a greater underground syndicate call the X’s and O’s who will try once again to commandeer the Pulsar but while it is a bit harrowing for a while things turn in their favor when a unknown guest appears on their ship.
 
45.  THE BARREN FIG TREE: The Doom and Downfall of the Fruitless Professor; Showing, that the day of grace may be past with him long before his life is ended. The signs also by which such miserable mortals may be known, by John Bunyan, 1688. This book is an expository treatise on Luke 13:6-9,“And he told this parable: ‘A man had ta fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” Line by line word by word exposition of one of the saddest parables in the Gospels. For there are those within the church that really are just this Barren Fig trees. He gives many examples of this as he goes through this exposition but one of the prominent as Judas and 5 of the ten virgins, “Judas also was one of the twelve, a disciple, an apostle, a preacher, an officer, yea, and such a one as none of the eleven mistrusted, but preferred before themselves, each one crying out, 'Is it I? Is it I?' (Mark 14:19). None of them, as we read of (John 6:70), mistrusting Judas; yet he in Christ's eye was the barren fig-tree, a devil, a fruitless professor. The foolish virgins also went forth of the world with the other, had lamps, and light, and were awakened with the other; yea, had boldness to go forth, when the midnight cry was made, with the other; and thought that they could have looked Christ in the face, when he sat upon the throne of judgment, with the other; and yet but foolish, but barren fig-trees, but fruitless professors.”  This book is given as a reminder to those of us who profess that we need to constantly be living within the standard God has laid out so that we will not even have to find ourselves wondering. But this is also written to remind us of the awful truth that there are those who profess that will be cut down and thrown into the lake of fire even from within the Church.
 
46.  THE LESSER MAGISTRATE, BY John Knox (1558, modernized and digitalized 2024). John Knox’s doctrine of The Lesser Magistrate comes from a larger work entitled the Appellation which generally asserted the people’s right to resist and overthrow hierarchy that has strayed too far from true Christian teachings.  This section asserts that lower-ranking officials have both the right and duty to resist tyrannical, higher authorities who command immoral actions. Rooted in biblical theology, Knox argued that magistrates are accountable to God to uphold his law, and resistance is a necessary, non-rebellious action to protect liberty. Particularly his liberty as God’s anointed living under a death threat from the Queen and not being able to be in his home country carrying on the duty for which God called him. The key aspects of Knox's doctrinal discussion are these: (1) when supreme rulers like a King or Queen pass unrighteous laws or offer unjust sentences against the proclaimers of God’s word, lesser magistrates like governors, nobles, and city officials must intervene and disobey. But in this treatise he is speaking mainly to the Scottish nobility that all too often sided with the English monarch to enrich themselves.(2) He wished to hold them accountable for Knox argued that magistrates serve at God's pleasure and must maintain a righteous standard, not just enforce their own will. (3) Knox spoke of the need for separation of powers. This doctrine was central to his resistance against Mary, Queen of Scots, arguing that religious and righteous reform could be enforced by local authorities against a "monstrous" ruler. Never one to hold back even to those he was trying to persuade…he makes it clear in many places that they will receive the curses and punishment from God that those who opposed God’s people did in the Old Testament if they do not defend him “…even if it comes to naught.” Another great (short) study of history and the re-making of the Church during the Reformation period.

47.  A LAMENT FOR QUEEN MARY II, by Jacques Abbadie (1694) (A Huguenot minister of the Savoy Church, London.) The full title is this, PANEGYRIC on MARY STUART, Queen of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Of Glorious and Immortal Memory, Who Died at Kensington on 28 December 1694. A Panegyric is/was a formal and public speech written to deliver an enthusiastic tribute to the person who in this case is recently deceased.  Marry II, according to this renowned minister is gone way too soon. He alongh with so many others truly cherished her as a true gift of God. “One may say that if clemency were to appear under a human form, it would have borrowed that of the Queen. It was sufficient to be unfortunate to be innocent before her. She imitated God, who exhorts sinners to receive his grace and adds kindnesses to pardon to make better those whom he forgives. She compelled her greatest enemies to gratitude. Of all crimes, blasphemy alone received no pardon from her. She was seen to be seized with horror at the sound of impiety — yet tranquil and without violence in the exercise of justice — instantly depriving of all employment and banishing from her presence those who had dared to brave the majesty of God, whom she served with such fear. And by this she showed that it was not she who reigned, but God who reigned through her. There, in pious retreats, she fulfilled the functions of Moses on the mountain, while her glorious husband fulfilled the functions of Joshua at the head of the armies — displaying the same valour, the same conduct amid happy and unhappy events alike, from which he knew equally how to profit, as he advanced towards that degree of merit, consideration, and glory necessary to fill worthily the high destinies assigned him.” Not only is this a great tribute to a great Lady but it is a wonderful look at the history of the day.
 
48.  NIGHT SHADOW: (Star Farmer Book 5), by Jaxon Reed (2024). Haley is front and center in this book for all of her superheroes antics in seeking to keep League City clean from the rampant crime that has sought to take over the city. Ashley Thallus shows up as a leading reporter for a leading news agency…he is also secretly an agent for an Republic intelligence agency headed by Gwen’s mom. Things are going well in the farm…from syrup, to farm tools, to battery re-charging the money has begun to pile up even during this embargo. After some trouble last time Wink and Jinxie are now working for Tom’s dad and the Ultima Mule company making more money than they could have dreamed of. Night Shadow is kicking butt and taking names and for the moment things have quieted down in League City.
 
49.  FARMER’S WIFE: (Star Farmer Book 6), by Jaxon Reed (2025). Tom now has another product to sell…hay. Things are looking up when Tom and Gwen decide to tie the knot in marriage. But all is not roses in Little York these days… guns and roses maybe. The main bad apple from the projects in League City decides to take his anarchist show on the road to Little York and things begin to unravel right in the midst of planning a wedding. Tom finds a cast off preacher…former smuggler and not very good guy (still wanted in a couple of systems) who has repented his ways and become a country preacher. And he tasks his Micabots with building the church for the wedding which goes up overnight.  So when Reynard Gliph and his minions see it they want to destroy it because religion and anarchy don’t go together. Anyway, when his gang attempts to bring the church down and kill the preacher the Micabots actually become defensive and kill about 4 of Gliph’s main leaders and almost killing him in the meantime. What left take up resident at the Dalmont ranch convincing the “boys” of the goodness of their cause for the moment. The wedding goes on without a hitch and all seems well.
50.  THE PASTOR AND THE PRELATE OR REFORMATION and CONFORMITY: CONFORMITY shortly compared By the Word of God, By Antiquity, and The Proceedings of the Ancient Kirk, by the nature and use of things indifferent, by the proceedings of our own Kirk, By the weal of the Kirk and of the people’s souls, and by the good of the common wealth and of our outward estate:withThe Answer of the common and chief objections against every part- showing Which of the two is to be followed by the true Christian and Countryman? Joshua chapter 24:22, by David Calderwood (originally penned in 1628, digitally in 2026) This is one of the first works modernized and translated with AI formatting. Grok for the modernizing and Copilot for translation work. It is a bit stilted in places but all and all it is very readable. This is an interesting read because of the way this Reformed Pastor compared and contrasted the Church of England’s Prelates. Well, that is, more contrasting then comparing to be sure. This is a very historical work as to why the Prelacy is just another type of catholic priesthood so that they Reformed readers of the day would have a work that helped them understand the difference.  Now it seem that he is a bit biased (which I would be as well, if I had had to live during such a time around such nefarious people.) The quote I am giving not begins with placing the Pastorate in the “right position and the Prelate in the wrong almost making the prelate out to be a traitor to the King because of their loyalty with the Pope which confusdes their position. “If the cause that we Pastors maintain shall be found any other, but that we desire that God be served, and his house ruled according to his own will, and if it shall not be found, that the Kirk of God perfect in order, and office-bearers without Prelates and their ceremonies, may be governed upon a small part of their great rents, with more honour to God, with more hearty obedience to the King's Majesty, with greater riches and glory to the Crown, with greater contentment to the body of the whole kirk and kingdom, greater peace amongst ourselves, and greater terror to Satan and all his train of heresy, profaneness and persecution.” Just to be clear for his audience, “The Pastor and not the Prelate is the first minister (by the Prelates’ own confession) whom the Apostles appointed in Kirks, when they first planted them. The pastor and not the Prelate is the minister, whom the Apostles in their time do approve, and the Pastor and not the Prelate is the last minister, to whom the Apostles, when they were to remove, or were near unto death, did recommend the care of the Kirks, and therefore the Pastor and not the Prelate is the minister warranted by the Apostles.”
51.  BAD ALLEGORY: (Star Farmer Book 7), by Jaxon Reed (2025). Gliph seeks to change the name of the town to Allegory to begin the spread of his anarchy. His early effort’s meet with mixed reviews to be sure. But, of course, when you threaten Tom’s home turf things go from bad to worse for Gliph and his people. Lots of gun battles and structured dilemmas.  An unsuspecting enemy/ally also gets in the fight against Gliph and his people. And let’s just say it didn’t end too well for most of them including Reynard Gliph.
52.  OVERLORD’S FOLLY: (Star Farmer Book 8), by Jaxon Reed (2025). With word that Reynard Gliph is no longer in the picture the man he left in charge of the projects in League City steps up and calls himself Overlord. Casper Slodovich a former League soldier is a slave driver, sex trafficker, a local gun man …think mafia boss. After a recent bank robbery that enabled Reynard and his people to go meet their makers in Little York Casper kept some for himself. He is also the man that seems to sway elections for the more socialist government of League City. He begins to exert more and more authority but Night Shadow and Tom Savage step in to stop him. Around every turn the bad guys are thwarted in their attempt to take over. This “western style” story is one that is very enjoyable to read. The black hats and the white hats are clearly recognizable even when they change hats along the way. Each of these4 book are no more than 250 pages mostly dialogue...the kind that keeps you wanting more.
53.  THE CHRISTIAN CHAMPION: A Sermon Preached During the Seige of Londonderry. Ireland in 1689, by Governor George Walker D.D. (doctorate of divinity) (expanded into a short treatise and originally published in 1689, digitally and Ai enhanced by Monergism 2026). Now the Rev. Governor George Walker would die a year later as the siege wore on…in the meantime he would minister and fight with his congregation and others from Londonderry, Northern Ireland.  He gives his points and his text first: “First, to exhort them to put away every evil thing, that God may be merciful to them in this time of Trouble. Secondly, that they should be courageous in this Christian Undertaking, not fearing the Fury, or the Force of Rome. By that Learned and most Loyal Colonel Walker Deuteronomy chapter 23, verses 9 and 14. When the host goeth forth against thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked thing. For the Lord thy God walketh in the midst of the camp to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy, that he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from thee.” This message later expanded to a treatise before he died was given to encourage and the strengthen then for the actual battle and it here presented to us almost 340 years later for encouragement and strengthening in our daily battles against indwelling sin and the sins of others against us. This work is placed in a specific historical context giving us a window in this conflict. The 105-day Siege of Londonderry (April 18–August 1, 1689) was a defining event of the Williamite War in Ireland, where Protestant forces held the walled city against King James II’s army James II was Roman catholic in his “faith”…he would be the last RC monarch to rule). Defying surrender, residents endured severe starvation and bombardment, popularized by the cry "No Surrender!", until relief ships broke a blockade, forcing the Jacobites to retreat. This beginning of actions here and the thwarting of James’ army in 1688 led to James II being deposed in December 1688 (replaced by King Williiam III of England and William II of Scotland along with his bride Queen Mary II, hence the Protestants were called Williamites) so he marshalled an Jacobite and Irish Army loyal to the Catholics and the deposed King along with French forces (never good for an English King to use French troops) to seek to regain the kingdom in April 1689 and was thwarted once again. The Reverend clearly told them the truth and the need for purity and faithfulness even in their fighting, “Put away every evil thing, God would have the camp as pure as any college, or Christian society; the reasons are plain, He that fights for the glory of God, must be careful that at the same time he does not sin against that Divine Majesty for whose righteousness he seems to contend, lest his wrath wax hot against us, and we are delivered up to the fury of our enemies, as a just reward of our impiety; put away every evil thing.” He would die before the siege was over but his words lived on and this siege along with this man are celebrated every year in Northern Ireland.
54.  EMBARGO’S END: (Star Farmer Book 9), by Jaxon Reed (2025). The Embargo has finally ended, “Hissoner” is dead and has been for some time (covered up by his second in command) …so it is time to elect a new mayor and also to decide which governmental system that Phaethon will align with. Oh with the violent takeover of the Capitol building and the almost bank robbery the battle tanks made a brief appearance last time. Now we have League officials looking for their tanks while seeking to sway the locals to choose the the Star League. The Republic has their people on the planet seeking to persuade the planet to go with them.  The Alliance which is Tom’s families Alliance has supplied for everyone access to Lisa so they can communicate and see what’s going on in the world and greater galaxy. So the odds are definitely stacked against the League especially when they come strong arming people to find out where their tanks all dress up as SSI agents (think Gestapo). (Remember Timmy destroyed the first one and then Tom sequestered another away in a faraway cavern. So finding them won’t be easy and their presence makes everyone less likely to vote to align with them.
55.  SPIRITAL MOTHERING: Titus 2 Model for Woemn Mentoring Women, by Susan Hunt (1992, 193, 2009, 2016). This is one of Susan’s masterpieces. Susan’s heart for women is revealed in this book.  She says, ““My prayer is that you have been stimulated to become a spiritual mother. But I also pray that in some way you have been spiritually mothered through reading this book. I pray that in some small way this book has done for you what Elizabeth did for Mary and that you have been encouraged and equipped to live for God’s glory.” This has always been her heart. And the women who tell their stories within this book like Leslie have that same heart for the women in their churches. Susan has been a spiritual mother to me as well. When our Zachary was killed she was there for us with her prayers and a listening ear. She is one of those like Priscilla who God has used to help prepare my wife and I for ministry to the local church. Susan has been used mightly for years iin this denomination because she has taught things like, ““Elizabeth reminded Mary that it is obedience to the Word of God that brings true happiness. She must pursue holiness, not happiness. The pursuit of happiness leads to emptiness, but in God’s economy, the pursuit of holiness leads to real and lasting happiness. When obedience is affirmed it usually produces more obedience…It is appropriate that love is at the top of the list. Though love is mentioned in the context of teaching women to love their husbands and children, the underlying principle is that love must be taught. If we have to be taught how to love our husbands and children, the two most intimate relationships, then surely we have to be taught simply to love. It is also appropriate to begin with love because it is love that gives the energy to work at our relationships and our conduct.  A reverence for God (the first virtue Paul tells Titus to teach older women) which produces a Biblical view of life is an essential prerequisite for training in love. Love demands dying to self, and this makes no sense until one has come in reverent submission to the authority of God. Love means taking enormous risks, and this surely makes no sense unless one has yielded to the sovereignty of God. So the virtue of reverence is indispensable for both the teacher and the learner in the school of love. The quality of love should be the identifying mark of the Christian. It is mandatory for our faithful witness.” The truth, in other words…I have wished more preachers in our denomination would read her materials. One last thing, because I could go on, the appendix is almost in and of itself worth purchasing the whole book for… she defines “helper” by God’s design and how fundamental and foundational this is for women to understand the role(s) God has given to them.
56.  ROUTINE DIPLOMACY: (Star Farmer Book 10), by Jaxon Reed (2025). There is so much going on over this election to align with a system. Everyone is pulling out their big guns to try and make this happen. Tom continues to expand his businesses across the globe…purchasing an exquisite hotel to become his corporate offices and buy a boat to deliver his goods across the sea to other continents… but will all of this be enough to ensure the continued success of his businesses and success of his new home with family and friends. The fate of the world is literally in the hands of the people in this upcoming election.
57.  GLOBAL ELECTIONS: (Star Farmer Book 11), by Jaxon Reed (2025). The election is just days away. Politicking is in full swing. The big question is how many will die in the process. The Star League is putting on the necessary pressure to sway the election. The Republic is seeking to bring literally “a boat load of voters” to secure the election for them, but interestingly enough a molecular malfunction occurs along with a few other antics seeking to keep the ship from arriving on time and when it does literally all “hell breaks loose” in space. And then there is Lisa with the Lutian Alliance who has literally been in the head of most all the individuals on the planet. Oh and an old enemy returns home in a way not fully understood by everyone…a new man or an old one merely “collared”? Which way will the planet turn?
58.  SYSTEM ALIGNMENT: (Star Farmer Book 12), by Jaxon Reed (2025).  Now that Phaethon has decided which system to join in a free and actually fair election it is time to adjust. The Star Farm needs to expand in ways it hasn’t before. Tom’s business has new resources like enforceable patents and a monopoly on energy production so Tom sees clearly Phaethon Solar Corp. becoming an industry dominator. It is here that we meet Duckworth and Estelle from the series I just finished. After a brief battle in space all because the Republic dropped a ship full of people to throw the election into a tense situation everything is beginning to get back into order.   But there is still the detail of the missing “tanks”…  Changes are coming. Change is here. Expansion is evident and necessary even the name Phaethon Solar Corporation changes to Phaethon Corporation to generally speak of ALL the ventures that are making Tom’s people loads of money. Allis calm on Phaethon but not so much in the farther frontier as Phaethon Corp. will soon discover. This is the last book in this series.  It has been a fast paced and wonderful read…with many twists and turns meeting some wonderful characters along the way. This Aggie, Jaxon Reed, can write!
59.  THE FIRST BLAST OF THE TRUMPET AGINST THE MONTROUS REGIMENT OF WOMEN, by John Knox (while exiled in Geneva in 1558). His chief target for this blast was Mary I of England as well as Queen of Spain as she was married to King Philip II of Spain, the first female supreme ruler of England, though he also has in mind Mary of Guise who was the regent (after her husband King James V of Scotland died) as Mary, who would become Queen of Scots, was too young to ascend the throne. Mary of Guise was French…another reason to speak against her “ruling” the country of Scotland. But as I said his main audience was Mary I Queen of England and Northern Ireland. John Knox had many issues with a woman ruling over England one being a woman cannot be head of the Church. “The question isn't whether women can inherit possessions, wealth, or estates that fathers can leave to their children. I willingly grant that. The question is whether women can succeed their fathers in offices, especially in that office where the executor occupies the place and throne of God. I absolutely deny this. I'm not afraid to say that placing a woman in authority over a realm is to defile and profane the royal seat, the throne of justice, which should be God's throne. To maintain them in this position is nothing but continuous rebellion against God.” Another was she wasn’t called “bloody Mary” for nothing. She had had killed over 240 preachers and elders in the Reformation Churches many of which were Knox’ personal friends and mentors like George Wishart and others. She was seeking to purge the countries of England and Scotland of the Protestants and return to Roman Catholicism. “Men and women, learned and unlearned, nobles and commoners, old fathers and young girls, and even the bones of the dead, have tasted their tyranny. Now, not only the blood of Father Latimer, the mild man of God the Bishop of Canterbury, of learned and wise Ridley, of innocent Lady Jane Dudley, and many godly and worthy preachers that cannot be forgotten, such as those consumed by fire and those unjustly killed by the sword of tyranny, cry out for vengeance in the ears of the Lord God of hosts. But also the sobs and tears of the poor oppressed, the groans of the angels, the watchmen of the Lord, and every earthly creature abused by their tyranny continually cry and call for the swift execution of the same. I am not afraid to say that the day of vengeance, which will seize that horrible monster Jezebel of England, and those who support her monstrous cruelty, is already appointed in the counsel of the Eternal. I truly believe that it is so close that she will not reign in tyranny as long as she has done so far. When God declares himself to be her enemy, when he pours out contempt upon her according to her cruelty, and ignites the hearts of those who once favored her with deadly hatred against her, so that they may execute his judgments.” Another reason which does take up the bulk of the Trumpet is proofing that women do not have the right or capacity to rule over men…civilly or spiritually. History tells us that neither of the Mary’s probably read this Blast from this exiled preacher…but history does tells us that Elizabeth I did read it and even though she was a Protestant herself never liked Knox even after he gave a bit of a retraction years later. He said he would take back any of his arguments against a women ruling but he would have said it more congenially if he was writing it again. He would come back to Scotland just Before Mary of Guise passes away leaving Scotland to Mary, Queen of Scots and he would build the floundering Reformation in Scotland going forward.
60.  REMNANT (First Colony Book 20), by Ken Lozito (April 2026).  One of my favorite book series from one of my favorite authors is back. Even at 300 plus pages it ends too early for my pleasure. And this one was hard to put down. Many of his books are hard to put down bt this one about a routine mission gone south was even harder.  The mix of emotions in this one was one that kept me pressing forward even when grief hits when one of the main charcaters is killed by the Vemus. That grief fills the pages of the latter part of the book and the reader is left with the same feeling for these are charcaters that we have known through the years and have become integral to the story line. Grief mingled with joy always go together and that confuse us…for we want them to be polar opposites opposite…but then they really go together. Ken finds this perfect balance having just buried his own father in real life…one of his ardent supporters of especially this series. It seems to me that writing down your grief even in story form transferring that to his charcaters is very cathartic and helpful to his readers who deal with these realities day today! On the search of a Vemus Star Probe that seeds planets creating the atmosphere for the inevitable take over the planet Ethan and his team find one on the planet Edolus and they must act fast to capture it since it is on the verge of making a primary Alpha that will annihilate every other living thing on the planet. Well, as will all routine missions it quickly spirals out of control for this is a planet where nothing is at it seems. The Vemus are completely different acting and looking differently and continually evolving. So they must be stopped right here right now. Will that mean they will NOT capture the Star Probe? What will this “routine” mission cost all involved?  What a cost, indeed!
61.  A PENITENT PEOPLE: The Doctrine of Repentance by Harrison Perkins (an OPC pastor/scholar and author) (2025). This was truly an insightful book. This is probably a topic that most people do not pick up to read for “fun”. But they ought to. He says, “Repentance does not make up for our sin, nor is it a reason that God forgives us. Still, it is so much of the Christian life’s essence that we should not imagine that we are forgiven if we have no repentance in us. Repentance must be part of our life for us to have confidence that we are forgiven. Despite what we might easily assume, that necessity does not mean the repentance comes before forgiveness of sin as a condition for it. This connection is like how petals relate to a flower. Petals do not give life to the flower. If a flower lacks petals, however, we have no reason to think that it has life. Roots give life to flowers, but petals must be there as fruit and evidence of life. Jonathan Cruse says, Repentance is NOT about losing anything (of worth); it is about gaining the greatest thing imaginable: a deeper relationship with our Maker. We know greater freedom in Christ and experience deeper delight in our walk with Him as we chase after true holiness and leave behind our misery-inducing sin. To thrive in the Christian life, we must believe that God wants good things for us. Even God’s expectation that we must give up various things of our former life is for our good... The gospel reality here is that Christ holds us close to Himself even when we struggle to repent. Even when we are hard pressed to recognize our transgressions and failures, believers are still the sheep that can never be snatched from Christ’s hand (John 10: 27-30). We are irrevocably His. Part of the gospel comfort we should have is that, when we are the victim, Christ sympathizes with us because He was the victim of heinous sin when those who hated Him flogged and crucified Him.” He is blatantly honest concerning the destructive nature of our sin and our refusal to repent but just as equally ardent is he for our place in Christ. He makes it clear …which is a good reminder for me with the help of Scripture and the WCF that repentance is to be “ordinary”...that is a regular part of our life like eating and sleeping so that we can fully experience the blessings that are ours in Christ.
62.  LOST CITADEL (ATERNIEN Wars Book 14), by G. J. Ogden (2026). This is the penultimate book of this series that has spanned 5000 years literally and seen old enemies become very close allies. Very close crewman become one with the people they fought against for so long. And Master General Rose for all his years have seen things he never in his wildest dreams thought he would see or do. As his love for Master Commander Carina has grown life has taken on a different “feel” and a different urgency. His relationship to Queen Monique/Maat has grown as well, along the way. However, they are now on a mission together that has the potential to sever that long relationship. They need to get the Citadel operational so they can ferry the Aternien and hybrid refugees to a place far from the Montans and the Terrans…the Anthropics that are trying to eliminate them so that they might become the dominate race in the galaxy. In order to get the Citadel up and running they will need Nathan Clynes the crazy mad doctor who created the General, the Galatine and the way for Markus Aternus to ascend. Or they will need Markus Aternus who became the God/King and was mega maniacal when he lived before. Monique has both soul orbs. Which one will be best to set loose to become the Citadel?  And that is the rub between her and Carter…which bad choice would be the best choice? Well, they make a choice and now they are running for their lives as they try to figure out a way to make this right.  Stay tuned to the last book in this series due out next month for the conclusion of all these issues. Oh, one more thing…will the General and carina make it back to their time or are they destined to stay 5000 years in the future?
63.  DAUGHTER SEVEN (Phaeton Corp. Book 7), by Jaxon Reed (2026). Porthos is finally liberated the Unshaven are once again beaten back for the moment by their own greed and communistic ways. Bo and his crew recovered Tess Stamas who would become Daughter 7 that head of the Tinkers guild. (think Ferengi Alliance from Star Trek) All will unify around the leader Tess, but all will still seek ways to make their fortunes independently. She has been brought to Aramis Station and she is being held until she “ascends” the Seat of Authority and begins to rule over the Tinker’s Guild. Now there is espionage going on as well…and it is by Phaeton Corp. Right after the delivery of Tom’s son, Lisa (the AI) intercepts a conversation between two of the Unshaven who had been on the station. The Micabots were at it again. Also, Tom has sent thousands out to “stow away” on other ships and stations as well as to spy on these 2 guys who are taking information back to the leader of the Unshaven.  As Tom says about all his stow a ways… “Better to ask forgiveness rather than permission.” This appears to possibly be the next to last book in this series…but we will see.
64.  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY KING OF THE CHURCH: Church Proclaimed in a Treatise on PSALM II, verse 6 “I, however, have anointed My King upon Zion, the mountain of My holiness.”By WILHELMUS à BRAKEL, Minister of the Holy Gospel at Rotterdam, A.D. 1688. (Digitalized by A.I. 2026) Brakel was a Dutch Reformed theologian and pastor 1635-1711. This famous treatise which began as a sermon caused quite a rage from the magisterium for it championed Christ’s absolute authority over the church arguing the civil government had no right to interfere with church government. This treatise clearly delineates the spheres of the civil and the ecclesial, emphasizing the exclusive headship of King Jesus. Using Scripture as other Reformers of the day did he shows how civil government has authority in protecting and supporting the Church but it is to have absolutely NO authority over the Church as in picking its officers or interfering with church discipline. He preached this sermon purposefully because the local government of Leeuwarden attempted to intrude in the Church affairs specifically with who it could elect as minister and this sermon led to his losing his position and his salary but he states that these things are nothing in comparison to the calling he was given by Christ and the church to preach Christ and all the doctrines of Scripture. As he states, “Let the whole world see that you stand with Jesus, and that in confessing Him you are willing to give up everything — yes, that you are glad you still have something to lose for Him, and that you do not count your life dear, for nothing can be better spent.” This is NOT just a doctrinal treatise this book reveals Brakel’s zeal as a watchman for Christ and His Church.
65.  QUANTUM MAGIC: Five Fantastical Tales, by Jaxson Reed, 2018. I think this must have been some of his early work where he was trying to touch into the different genres of the time.  There is nothing “untoward” to be found in any of these 5 tales…but nothing of any note either. The last story Mark 2 tells the story of a time traveling company that goes back in time to have Jesus heal one of their number from a near fatal gin shot wound. And then once it is over they find that their actions had already been recorded in the Bible as the 4 men who lowered their friend down to Jesus for healing on his mat. I am thankful I didn’t read this before I started reading the above books by Reed…never would have made it to his works.
66.  GOD’S GREAT BIG GLOBAL CHURCH, by Tim Challies 2026. Tim wrote a book for adults about his world travels experiencing Christian churches in different cultures and this book is a companion to that one for children.  The subtitle of this book is Visit 10 Kids and their Churches All Around the World. He begins this book with a child and their church in Fiji where the sun comes up first and then goes around the globe ending in an Alaskan Reformed Church on the Aleutian Islands.  All along the way we meet kids and their families and their churches even those who have to meet in secret like in Morocco or India where the government is seeking to outlaw Christian meetings. Through the eyes of children we see the vibrancy of the church in its many forms. This will be an educational tool as well as a encouragement for our children to see the Church across the globe. He includes basic facts about each country, like the percentage of Christians in each country, how they worship the One true God and the excitement the kids have in going to church from house churches to full scale buildings. Children will see that they are part of a global church. They will also see that God’s kingdom is vast and growing.  This is an excellent travelogue for the faithful.
67.  LEARNING TO SEE WHEN THE LIGHTS GO OUT: Reconciling God’s Love with His Sovereignty, Dr. Chuck F. Betters 2026. Chuck is an honorably retired PCA pastor and a personal friend. This book is NOT in print yet.  I was asked to write an endorsement for this book by the author. As I read the words of this book, I was taken back to the months after our son Zachary’s death when the Lord led Chuck to speak many of these words in his phone calls to me.  Reading through the chapters, I cried remembering the pain and grief that I have carried for 30 years as well as the joy that Chuck enabled me to see in the midst of the grief then - and the grief I still feel today. These pages reveal the Betters’ story of their own gut-wrenching pain with the death of Mark.   Like the Puritan pastors of old, Chuck uses the Scripture to uphold the truths that he speaks about. And like the Puritan pastors of old, Chuck’s experience with death and the suffering of grief leads to his assurance. He shows this in the doctrine of the Covenant that even makes the grief make sense. It is in reading and knowing the story of God’s redemption that we can continue. This is good news for those who are in anguish.  Chuck reminds us in so many ways, “Sovereignty does not merely allow suffering; it guarantees its defeat. Doctrine steadies us, but grief still visits without warning.” Early in my own grief after my son’s death, it was a lifeline to have the frequent voice of Chuck’s wisdom - hard earned, tested in battle, and found to be true- voice in my ears.   Today, as I continue to live with the long-term grief, I find I needed again to read his words as reminders of that truth…truth that gives life in the midst of agonizing questions that are highlighted like, “If God is sovereign, could He have stopped this?” Or, “What do I do when the lights go out?” OR “Can I trust God going forward”? I can’t wait to purchase this book.  Chuck has the heart of a Pastor who has seen the darkness of pain and suffering and has trusted the LORD through it to live again in the light.  As a pastor myself, I wholeheartedly believe this is a book all pastors need to strengthen the church in how to come along side those whose lives are darkened by grief. Because the lights will go out, and when they do, believers NEED to know we CAN trust our Covenantal God to lead us out of that darkness.
68.  THE LONGEST BATTLE (GRIMM’S WAR Book 9), by Jeffery H. Haskell (2026). The war with the Caliphate has to end sometime. After the loss of the Seventeen Capt. Grimm is on the hot seat but the loss of ships and man power by the Caliphate was enormous.  So bad was their loss that the Navy is now going from Caliphate planet to another winning one battle after another…until they stop at one planet and find 6 million people dead right where they were standing. This war has to end but not this way. With no concern for life…the Caliphate have modified the slave collars that were initially just used for “slaves” and have placed them on everyone except what is left of their Navy. With a court martial hanging over his head and the promise of an expanding family in his heart Jacob and his crew are sent on a mission with a new/old ship DD(S)-1101 Interceptor (S for stealth ship) into the heart of the Caliphate to end this war once and for all. They have the ability, the desire and the knowhow but missions don’t always go as planned and this one is no different.  Back on his home planet a string of assassination begin to take place and a pregnant Nadia/ Sara along with two very capable Marines (Nakai and June) seek to put an end to this wanton destruction of life. Once again in the midst of this… love is in the air for PO Mendez and Lt. Brennan, Gunny Jennings and  Master Sergeant Danny Cannon. Between this and all the antics while dealing with serious issues this is once again another enjoyable read. From tears of laughter and sorrow we are included for a brief moment into this family of professional Marines, Soldiers and Spacers and a “good” time is had by all who care to go here. Will Nadia/Sara succeed in taking out the assassins?  Will the crew of the Interceptor be able to fulfill their mission effectively ending the war?  Will Captain Jacob Grimm be court marshaled? All of this and more are answered in this book…and what about the names of the babies? Yes, I said babies! My only desire is that Jeffrey produce more than one book a year.  So looking forward to the next book with great anticipation …next year.
69.  SCOTLAND: A Journey through Scottish History, Battles, Clans, Highlanders, Myths, Legends & More (British Isles Book 4),  by History Brought Alive 2023. This is another AI series of books. I began to notice these types of books a couple of years ago showing up on Kindle Unlimited. In every way this is an AI travelogue history of Scotland for the person who doesn’t want depth but quantity. It covers in short form Scotland’s history from myth to reality for BC to current times AD. And you gotta love the myth of how Scotland came to be, “Scota (with the Egyptian name Neferubity, who was a daughter of the fictional pharaoh Chencres, who is possibly the historical pharaoh Thutmose I) and Gaythelos (a Greek prince) were said to be the original founders of what would become the Scottish nation. They sailed away from Egypt and landed in the Iberian Peninsula. The couple had, among other children, a son named Hyber. He was said to be the one whom the ancient name of Ireland—Hibernia—comes from. They established a city named Brigancia (possibly the modern city of A Coruña).” Interestingly, there are a number of errors like the one in this text. “After the deposition she was kept under house arrest, which she escaped in 1468 in an attempt to reclaim her throne. This didn’t go as planned, so she fled to England soon after to seek refuge with Elizabeth I. Due to Mary’s earlier claims to the English throne and factions who were against Elizabeth, she imprisoned Mary to keep her throne safe.” AI should be better… the date was 1568. These types of errors are all throughout and you know they are there because one paragraph will have one thing and another the other. It reads well and fast as I said like a travelogue…it does have another good trait though...the table of Contents is broken down so well you can jump to any part of history when you.
70.  DIGITAL ASSASSIN:  (Pirates of the Milky Way Book 1) by Jaxon Reed (2019).  Here we meet the future parents of tom Savage. We see his father Christopher Raleigh the most notorious and virtuous of the pirates in the Milky Way. In the middle of the war between the Star League and the Planetary Republic the people of Lute seek as “privateers” to aid themselves and the Planetary Republic to overthrown the Star League. “Control in the Star League coalesced around a top-down hierarchical structure. The Planetary Republic insisted on representative democracy and gave lip service, at least, toward the rights of the governed to choose their leaders.” While in the midst of commandeering a Star League ship that has fallen into their trap in a Republic claimed part of space they end up “kidnapping” the daughter of the ruthless leader of the Star League… Jillian Thrall and Christopher Raleigh …well they fall in love. Well…that is what the crew is calling it and from the very beginning Jillian thinks so too, but Christopher code of ethics won’t allow him to give in to his impulses. Of course, she doesn’t want to go home to her ruthless murderous father and this guarantees some panic when they arrive back at Lute…a sniper… a corrupt official… and a digital assassin all enter into this story to insure a fast readable, enjoyable story that is hard to put down. Written in the fast pace of all his other books this keeps you on the edge of your seat.
71.  ESSAYS ON THE DISTINGUISHING TRAITS OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER,  by Gardiner Spring (1785-1873, a Presbyterian minister who served Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City for 63 years.) (originally publish 1822, digitally by monergism 2026). This book has been characterized by his contemporaries this way, “Gardiner Spring’s work is a warm, searching guide to one of the most important (and most tender) questions a Christian can ask, ‘What are the real marks of the new birth in Christ?’ In a day when many confused outward respectability with saving faith, Spring writes like a careful physician of the soul: he refuses to soothe false peace, but he is equally determined not to crush the bruised reed.” In the opening chapters he clears away several tests that can look convincing to the non-discerning Christian but in fact are NOT marks of a believer. He says over and over again in this work that a man have visible morality, strong doctrinal knowledge, a religious routine, impressive gifts, even a memorable conversion story and still be deceived. He does not mock these “good things” but he seeks to go deeper to the real issue of a heart before God. Then for the rest of the book he highlights traits like the love of God, (not for what He can do for me) but one who love God for who He is, also true repentance, self-denial, a faith in Christ that is evidence in our actions including regular prayer as an outward and ordinary means of grace from the Holy Spirit and then lastly he highlights practical obedience out of a pure love for God. “Another evidence of Christian character is the spirit and practice of self-denial. Self-denial consists in the voluntary renunciation of everything which is inconsistent with the glory of God and the highest good of our fellow men. After all that has been said the great evidence of vital piety is practical obedience. The character of men is to be decided by their conduct. I maintain this to be the great scriptural test of true religion.”  Along the way he asks probing questions like, How deep is our love?  Would anyone know it? And like a good Puritan this work is chock full of supportive Scriptures from one end of the Bible to the last. It is written to warn the “comfortable churchgoer” and it gives assurance to the weak believer who is seeking to honor God but isn’t sure. His council so many years ago is still sound we must always build our hopes on Christ alone and look to the spirit ordinary work in changing hearts and life.
